
Rickert & Beagle Books 24 Hour Read-A-Thon 
Fundraiser  

benefiting PARSEC 
 

Event Guidelines 
 
The event will begin at noon on Saturday, October 18th and end at noon on Sunday, October 
19th. Participants do not need to attend the entire 24 hour event. Participants who read from 
noon Saturday to noon Sunday will be eligible for prizes provided by Rickert & Beagle Books 
and friends of PARSEC. 
 
Books, e-books, audio books (with headphones) or any other reading material (magazines, 
comics, newspapers) are all acceptable materials to read during this event. Books may also be 
borrowed from Rickert & Beagle Books during the event. Used books purchased from Rickert & 
Beagle for the purposes of reading during the event will be discounted 20%. 
 
Participants will be given a 15 minute break every two hours. Every third break will be expanded 
to 45 minutes. Participants may use the restroom at any time.  
 
For the comfort of all our readers, we ask that headphones be used for those listening to audio 
books or music. Please keep the volume on your device set so that those around you can not 
hear it. If you chose to use social media to update others on your progress please wait until 
break times to do so, and keep your phone off or on vibrate during reading times. We 
understand that emergencies may arise which require you to take a phone call. Other than 
emergencies we ask that you refrain from using your phone unless you are in a break period. 
 
All registration sheets must be mailed or delivered to Rickert & Beagle Books before October 
15th. This will allow the organizers to estimate the space and food needed for the event. If 
registration is higher than expected, we may be forced to cut it off early, so get those forms in 
fast! 
 
Some food and beverages will be provided by the organizers, including unlimited coffee and tea 
through out the event. We will make every effort to provide food that is appealing to a wide 
range of tastes, but we strongly suggest that participants bring foods and drinks that they enjoy 
and are appropriate for their dietary needs as well. A fridge will be available for beverage and 
perishables storage.  
 
Seating in Rickert & Beagle Books is comfy, but limited. Large numbers of less-comfy folding 
chairs will be made available. All readers who can bring their own seating should consider doing 
so. In the past participants have utilized camp chairs, lawn chairs, sleeping bags and ottomans 
(no kidding!) for their comfort. If you have spare seating and you are willing to share it, please 
bring it along! 
 



Readers can start getting pledges as soon as they have turned in their registration packet. 
Pledges can be given in a per-hour format (Bob might offer you $5 for as many hours as you 
can read) or in a flat rate (Bob might offer you $35 for reading in the event) form. Pledge money 
must be turned in to Rickert & Beagle Books by October 31st. PARSEC will also have a 
donation by PayPal option. Pledge money can be collected in cash (preferred) or in a check 
made out to PARSEC. We will update all readers with PayPal details when they register. 
 
You can email any questions or an e-version of your registration information to Chris Rickert 
(chris@rickertandbeaglebooks.com) or mail a hard copy to Rickert & Beagle Books ATTN: 
ReadAThon, 3233 West Liberty Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15216 
 
 
 
 



Dear Avid Reader, 
 
On behalf of PARSEC and Rickert & Beagle Books I want to thank you for your interest in the 
Rickert & Beagle Books 24-Hour Read-A-Thon fundraiser event. 
 
Please fill out the Registration Form and return it to Rickert & Beagle Books in Dormont as soon 
as possible. You are also welcome to email the requested information directly to Chris Rickert 
(chris@rickertandbeaglebooks.com) Registration will be open until October 15th. Once you are 
registered you can start asking friends, co-workers and family members to pledge money. If you 
are planning to see how long you can read you can collect pledges by the hour (for example, 
your sister might offer you $2 per hour that you can read) OR if you think you won’t be pushing 
that 24 hour goal, you can also get flat-rate pledges. Record your pledges on the pledge sheet 
and please remember to bring it to the event with you! You’ll have until Oct 31st to collect your 
pledge money and turn it in to Rickert & Beagle Books (or directly to PARSEC) 
 
Along with the sheet on Event Guidelines, you’ll also find a bunch of tips from people who have 
participated in the event (and read for the entire 24 hours!). These guidelines and tips will really 
help you out, so make sure you read them carefully. Please note that while we are hoping to 
see readers of all ages at our event, readers under 18 will need to have a legal guardian sign a 
permission form and readers under 12 will need an adult with them during the event. 
 
Everything else you need should be included in this packet, but don’t be afraid to call or email 
me with questions. 
 
I can’t wait to meet you and read with you! 
 
Chris Rickert 
Owner, Rickert & Beagle Books 
(412) 344-7444 
chris@rickertandbeaglebooks.com 
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Registration Form 
 
First and Last name:      Phone: 
 
Address:        Email: 

 
 
 
Emergency Contact name and phone number: 
 
 
Relationship to the reader: 
 
Any special health issues we should know about? 
 
 
By signing below I affirm that I am age 18+ 
 
_________________________________________   ____________________ 
Reader’s Signature       Date 
 
 
If you are under 18, please have a guardian read and sign below: 
 
I ____________________________ am the legal guardian of _______________________, 
 
age _______. I give my child permission to participate in this event and will provide  
 
transportation to and from the event. 
 
_________________________________________   ____________________ 
Parent or Guardian’s Signature     Date 
 
 
Please note that children under the age of 12 may not attend the event without a guardian 
or parent present for the entire time. 



Rickert & Beagle Books Books 24 Hour Read-A-Thon 
Fundraiser 

benefiting PARSEC 
 

Helpful Hints 
 
These tips were provided by the readers who have hit the 24 hour mark during previous Read-
A-Thons. 
 
1) Bring snacks. There’s plenty to eat, but if you have food restrictions, or just a snack you really 
enjoy bring it along! Many readers also bake cookies or bring soda or snacks to share with 
everyone.  
 
2) Bring your jammies! Some readers chose to wear the most comfy clothing they own for the 
whole event, others bring something to change into overnight. Either approach is a good idea, 
but we find that changing clothes does help perk you up in the last hours of the event. Also, 
bring a toothbrush/ toothpaste, a comb or brush and maybe a washcloth. Again, being able to 
freshen up during breaks helps with the early morning fatigue you’ll face on Sunday. 
 
3) Use short breaks to run around the block (or jump up and down) and long breaks to catnap.  
 
4) Choose your books carefully. A 24 hour event seems like a great time to get to that Thomas 
Pynchon you’ve been putting off for years, but heavy, complex reading will be a huge problem 
for you when you start to get fatigued. Plan weighty reading for the start of the event and some 
easier-to-digest books during the second half of the event.   
 
5) Social media is your friend. Not only is it great publicity for the event, it helps keep you in the 
game when you know people are actually following your progress throughout the night. Break 
time can be used for blogging, Facebook posting or Tweeting your progress, book titles etc. If 
you are Tweeting, please consider using the hashtag #RAT2014 for your Tweets, and please 
tag @rickert_beagle! 
 
6) One of last year’s readers collected some huge pledges by accepting a 24 hour challenge 
from sponsors. If she read for part of the event, the sponsors pledged just a few dollars per hour 
read but they offered extra money if she could make it the whole 24. If you think you’re up for it 
this is a great way to challenge yourself and get some extra donations at the same time! 
 
7) Remember that the store will be open during large parts of the event. If you are easily 
distracted by noises you should bring headphones and some music to listen to. 
 
8) Know your limits. This is absolutely the most important thing. Exhaustion (which WILL be an 
issue if you are attempting to read overnight!) causes the same decision making and reaction 
time impairment as intoxication. Overnight readers are strongly encouraged to find a ride home 
after the event instead of driving.  
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Pledge Record 
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Thank you for your pledge of: 
 
Our event will take place on October 18th, 2014. Donations will be collected before October 
31st 2014. We are very grateful for your support. 
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