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Sigma Issue 426. It does...more than boggles...it bodoggles...it superproggles...my, | admit, limited mind. | am no mensa-er. Not by
a long shot. Ker-chow. | like to think | have an enhanced imagination (give me my imagining, please). And my oversensitive fancy says
426 is quite a lot of issues. "Why, | can remember with fondness when | put Issue 400 to bed. Hurrah. Longevity says a lot about Parsec.
A lot about you all.

| have, as some of you are aware, recently resigned as President of both the organization and the meeting group. | won't go into great
detail here, but | will explain that | no longer believe | was capable of being the president that Parsec requires. | will remain as editor of
Sigma.

This month’s issue will contain the annual list of requirements for the officers of the Parsec Meeting Group. Please notice that some of
the names of the officers have been changed. 1. To be more in line with the names stipulated in the by-laws of Parsec, and 2. To avoid
some confusion of the existence of the “(2) two” presidents of Parsec. Traditionally, ballots are delivered and counted at the Parsec
Christmas Party. | am not sure what the tradition will be in Covid times.

Parsec Inc is made up of four committees, https://parsec-sff.org/about/by-laws/ Meeting, Workshop, Conference, and
Publishing, each of which has its own officers. Parsec, Inc has a Board of Directors made up of four members, one from each
committee, and three board invited at large members. The constituted board, in turn, elects their officers, President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer.

Four hundred and twenty-six. Back to the math - 426 divided by twelve indicates 35+ years of existence. | see on our website that
the first Confluence was in 1988 which was 33 years ago. Perhaps the number of issues were not very carefully counted (I told you,
no member of Mensa) or possibly Sigma is a true Science Fiction Magazine that appeared two years before the existence of the
organization. You choose.

Cover; Keeping time time time in a sorta Runic rhyme...
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August 2021 MEETING MINUTES
Secretary Bill Hall

Ten in all were able to Zoom in, though not all at once. In the minutes up to the meeting
Kevin Hayes talked to me about the movie Reminiscence. John Thompson, overcoming
Lyme’s disease, corrected me on something earlier I'd written about the latest Triangulation
being our “best” of those anthologies. He could not vouch for that, although he said it was
definitely the biggest, so perhaps it was a simple matter of my needing to insert “igg”inside
the word “best.” The series Philip K. Dick’s Electric Dreams got recommended. Our guest Heidi
Ruby Miller was with us from the outset and joined in the discussion. Kevin has been seeing
good rewrites for story contest entries and is determining cover art. He mentioned a story
based on Edison’s idea of a “ghost telephone.” Heidi remarked that, while she can and does
write long, her short stories rarely rise above 3000 words, and she notes that a lot of flash
fiction is going on at Seton Hill.

John Thompson, editor, says that our Habitats issue of Triangulation is done and that
authors are getting paid. They have also been a pleasure to work with. We're wondering if it
can be adapted to Nook. Kevin confirms that right now Confluence 2022 is a go for the end of
July out at our hotel near the airport.

He also told of a story called “Niagara Fails’about the limits of teleportation. Mary Soon Lee noted that Analog will accept short fiction
under 300 words.

Scot Noel said that DreamForge 8 will feature a Mary Soon Lee poem and Timons Esaias’s “Mr. Gibson Goes to Work.” Scot also
appears on the podcast SciFi Saturday Night. DreamForge’s “sister” magazine Space and Time has been able to unite writers in Second
Life. He also mentioned Defoe’s “Journal of the Plague Year”from 1722. Kevin talked about a 48 Hour Film Project started up by one P.
J. Gaynard. Mary alerted us to fiction such as Ben Aronovich’s London series, Lois McMaster Bujold’s stories of Penric, other works by

Spencer McGuire and Jan Lindskold, and Becky Chambers’s Small Angry Planet.

Heidi spoke about “Like Sunshine After Rain,”an anthology she edited to successfully raise money against leukemia and lymphoma.
When leukemia struck her family, Heidi was inspired to call for upbeat stories of no more than 1500 words each for an anthology to be
sold for charity.

In notable news long after the meeting, our City of Pittsburgh is proceeding with new nighttime lighting in response to our own
Diane Turnshek’s campaign to make starlight more visible once more.

The whole meeting was overshadowed by the absence of President Joe, who had evidently become too ill to want to attend, so
Kevin Hayes led us. More recently, we have all learned that Joe has resigned as President, although he wishes to remain not only a
Parsec member but editor of Sigma. It looks and sounds to this writer that our consensus is that we feel vast gratitude to Joe for his
years of guidance and inspiration and that that we are more than happy for him to continue as editor of Sigma, which under him has
grown from a simple newsletter to a fanzine in its own right.

P M hi
arsec Membership Parsec Officers
Membership is $25 annually and begins the month you pay. Additional family members
living at the same address can be added for $5 each. To join, please click here to pay via
PayPal or credit card (you do not need a PayPal account) or send a check with your name,
address, email.

Karen Yun-Lutz (Chair)
Kevin Hayes (Vice Chair)
William Hall (Secretary)
Greg Armstrong (Treasurer)

Commentator TBD

Parsec Membership
P.O. Box 3681
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-3681

Visit the Parsec Website
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Cavall
first published in Asimov’s Science Fiction

By Mary Soon Lee
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¥ho doubts, no holding back,

JJ* no other king but Arthur.

e No greater glory than the hunt,
, & . the running of the boar,
| ” / the king’s loud praise.

No bone, no bait,
no bitch on Earth
worth breaking faith.

No grail more holy

l . than the fireside spot
| at Arthur’s feet.
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The Inconceivable Future
By Scot Noel

Scot, along with his wife Jane, are the publishers of Dreamforge Magazine. He is a member of the Parsec Board of
Directors. His novel “Stellar Glory” is in a list of Brand New Science Fiction published by the Writers of the Future in
2019.

To the best of my knowledge, no science fiction story about the first moon landing depicted the use of cameras or the world-wide
coverage of a real-time media event.

While Star Trek envisioned hand-held communications devices for the 23rd Century, it missed the idea of hand-held computers
linked to a world-wide web of continuously updated, encyclopedic information.

While Orwell and others predicted dystopian thought police, who predicted massive disinformation campaigns in which we
would all enthusiastically participate by trolling anyone who doesn’t agree with our own delusional realities?

All the above fit into one rather ordinary human lifetime. What about more robust stretches of time?

Had you visited the 1900 World’s Fair, you would have learned how aerial firemen would fly around on mechanized bat wings,
how whales would be domesticated to power underwater transportation, and how radium (yes, the radioactive isotope) was
soon to replace fire as the source of heat and light from our fireplaces.

World Wars | and Il, the falls of the British empire, the Ottoman empire, and the larger Portuguese empire lay ahead. The
discovery of penicillin, the creation of the transistor, and the development of atomic energy were yet to come. Virtually all of that
would have been inconceivable in 1900.

In the year 1,000, even the printing press would be unheard of for centuries yet to come.

Before that, could a Roman citizen have imagined a world without slaves?

Could a hunter gatherer from Japanese prehistory accept modern day Tokyo as a creation of her progeny, or would it seem the
nightmare product of some shaman’s devilish curse?

No doubt, as you read this, you have some niggling fear about a future gone wrong. But if history is any guide, both your hopes
and fears are tremendously shortsighted.

The future will twist and turn, evolve and convolute in ways we cannot foresee.

Were we given the privilege to glimpse ahead into the next century, we would be surprised. Were the next millennium revealed,
it would shock us, surely. A mere 10,000 years and we would not even recognize the future as one created by our own species.

Perhaps you've already shut the door on humanity, considering that we will destroy both the planet and ourselves within a mere
lifetime or two. | can only counter that dinosaurs dominated the natural world for over 165 million years, including a period of
warming in the Cretaceous that took Earth’s average temperature to as high as 73 degrees Fahrenheit, about 4.5 degrees higher
than the worst possible outcome of current global warming, should it go completely unchecked for the next century.

It took an asteroid to kill off the dinosaurs, but even today we have the technical ability to avoid that one in a pinch.

Will we be around for 165 million years or more? It might be inconceivable. But then, you know how that goes!
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THE CALL OF CALLISTO

Francis G. Graham
Kent State University

PARSEC Secretary William Blake Hall contemplates a globe of Jupiter’s Moon, Callisto at the COFFEE/WAFFLE Breakfast, August 27. F. Graham photo.

What a marvelous place Jupiter’s moon Callisto is! This substantial world is larger than our Moon, in fact, it is 99% the diameter of the planet Mercury,
at 4821 kilometers (3013 miles). It orbits the great planet Jupiter at a distance of 1883000 Kilometers ( 1176875 miles), safely out of Jupiter’s ferocious
radiation belts -- making it an ideal place for a base. Indeed that was suggested by the NASA outer planets crewed missions study-- the radiation is on
the surface only ten times the background radiation on Earth. That would be 0.01 rem/day on Callisto. It whizzes aound Jupiter every 16.7 Earth days.
Since it is tidally locked, keeping one face to Jupiter (as our own Moon keeps one face toward Earth) the “day” on Callisto is also 16.7 Earth days.

Callisto was named after Callisto, the daughter of King Lycacon, who attracted the attention in myth of Jupiter, the king of the gods. But Callisto was a
devotee of Diana, sworn to chastity. So Jupiter changed himself into the likeness of Diana, and then seduced her. Becoming pregnant, Diana removed
her from her protection; and then, after she had given birth, the jealous wife of Jupiter, Juno, changed her into a bear. Later her own son, Arcas, grown,
encountered her and was about to kill her, unaware of her true identity. But Jupiter rescued his former love interest and put her among the stars as the
constellation Ursa Major. The family of Arcas became the Arcadians, a tribe of ancient Greece with its own dialect.

The moons of Jupiter are generally named after mythological persons who were sexual interests of lustful Jupiter . The names were suggested by
Simon Marius.

Through a small Walmart telescope, Callisto appears as a small dot beside the slightly flattened globe of the planet Jupiter. It and the other three
of Jupiter’s big moons -- Ganymede, lo and Europa--all can be easily seen and were indeed discovered by Galileo in 1610 with the first use of the
telescope as an astronomical instrument. Hence they are called the “Galilean moons”. In theory, these moons could be seen barely naked eye -- Callisto
is magnitude 5.65 and the naked eye limit is 6--but you would have to have pristine skies and shield Jupiter’s glare. | have not heard of any such reliable
observation and the telescopeless ancients missed it. With steadied binoculars on a tripod, though, you can catch the Galilean moons. | have done that.

Overexposure of Jupiter shows moons, including Callisto. F. Graham photo. b
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Through a larger telescope, a long focus refractor, one can actually see some variation in shadings of the Galilean Moons including Callisto. | have tried
repeatedly to view such differences under high power on nights of excellent seeing with the 16 cm f/15 Gadela refractor with no success. But others
have made such maps. Most are erroneous. Here is one illustrated below, originated from Dolfuss. Unfortunately none of the features he portrays can
be identified with features later properly discerned by spacecraft, save one--the giant ringed crater Valhalla on Callisto. This massive ringed crater is a
whopping 3880 kilometers ( 2425 miles) in diameter, so it would not be too surprising if a persistent telescopic observer with a wide long focus refractor
could see it from Earth if they could resolve Callisto’s disk at all.
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A Pre-spacecraft telescopic map of Callisto. The large solitary white circle is likely Valhalla crater. Diag. copied by Graham from Shklovskii and Sagan, ref.
below.

Although Pioneers 10 and 11 were the first and second spacecraft to the planet Jupiter and its system, the real “meat and potatoes” came with Voyager
1 and 2 in the 1980s, which imaged it. Also, in the 1990s, the Galileo spacecraft went into orbit in the Jupiter system and took excellent images of
Callisto, enough to make a map and globe of the entire world.

Callisto revealed itself to be a world in which the surface is covered in ice. The ice never melts, for the subsolar point, the point on Callisto in which the
Sun is directly overhead, and therefore receiving maximum insolation, has a temperature of 165 K (- 108 o Celsius or -162.40 Fahrenheit). Unlike Europa,
Ganymede and lo, Callisto has almost no tidal heating from a close orbit around mighty Jupiter, and a much more scanty particle bombardment. So that
is the maximum surface temperature on Callisto.

Some question arises whether Callisto, like Europa and Ganymede, has a deep subsurface water ocean under all that ice. Originally, the models did not
predict this because of the low Tidal heating.

-5 o = JLEW

A True color view of cratered, ice covered Callisto. NASA image.
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But, recently, the magnetic field was sampled around Callisto. It revealed that Callisto acts like a conducting sphere close it its surface, so the magnetic
field is distorted by Callisto’s motion. If Callisto did not have this characteristic, the Jovian magnetic field would not be distorted. So it is thought now
that Callisto may have a liquid water ocean over 150 kilometers ( 90 miles) deep under the ice, and that ocean likely has a thickness (on average) of
10 kilometers ( 6.7 miles). It has dissolved ammonia ( NH 4 +) ions which give it the proper electromagnetic characteristics. Could that ocean have
microscopic halophilic life? How does this ocean exist at all? There are many mysteries on and in Callisto.

The geography of Callisto is exciting. It is dominated by the great ringed crater Valhalla, larger that the similar Mare Orientale on the Earth’s Moon,
of which we wrote earlier. There are also similar but slightly smaller crater formations: Asgard, Utgard, and other major features. By agreement of
astronomers, all the features on Callisto are named from Norse mythology and sagas. It is as if someone took the libretto of Wagner’s Die Ring des
Nibelugen and emptied all the proper nouns on a map of Callisto.

‘I:F . |
-

The giant multi-ringed crater on Callisto called Valhalla. NASA image.

We note that the surface of Callisto is very old, with craters upon craters; the ice has not been liquid for a billion years or more. These craters upon
craters are called palimpsests--and they represent impact crater saturation. Callisto takes more hits that other worlds due to Jupiter’s status as a comet
attractor. There are chains of craters produced by comets tidally disrupted by Jupiter into a train of nuclei (as was Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9) that hit
Callisto. These chains are called catera, exemplified by the Gomul catera on Callisto. There are also numerous small craters, such as Finnr. Perhaps the
most common structures are small ice mounds about 100 meters high, which cover portions of Callisto’s surface thickly and in other places seem sparse
and eroded. And, whereas many of our Moon'’s craters have central peaks, Callisto’s craters, such as Tindr, have central depressions. They are likely
caused by impact melting and quick refreezing.

Easily noticed when a globe of Callisto was examined at the COFFEE/WAFFLE Breakfast, the leading edge of Callisto is darker than the trailing edge. It
seems that this edge runs into carbon debris and sulfur debris of molecular size in orbit around Jupiter and extending out past Callisto.

In point of fact, spectral analysis has revealed sulfur dioxide frost on the leading edge of Callisto.

The deep interior of Callisto also poses mysteries. It was thought it is undifferentiated silicates--the stuff of primitive meteorites such as carbonaceous
chondrites. But recent careful measures of Callisto’s moment of inertia and gravitational constants suggest the world is not in full hydrostatic
equilibrium, that the core of this world ( with a 1.38 gram/cubic centimeter average density) may consist largely of hydrated minerals, viz., differentiated
minerals. This is still unresolved.
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Because Callisto’s highest temp is 165K, and carbon dioxide ( CO2) freezes at 195 K, there should be all frost on Callisto of CO 2. Yet thereis a
sublimated carbon dioxide atmosphere on Callisto. It also has an atmosphere containing free oxygen (O 2). The origin of this oxygen is a mystery, but
one possibility is that it comes from slow photoionization of the H 20 ice on the surface. If that’s the case, there ought to be a reservoir of hydrogen.
Indeed there is: Callisto is surrounded by an ionosphere and corona of ionized atomic hydrogen (Hand H +).

The atmosphere of Callisto is very thin. The carbon dioxide has 4 x 10 8 molecules per cubic centimeter, and the oxygen, 2 x 10 10 molecules per cubic
centimeter, making a total surface atmospheric pressure of only 7.5 micro-pascals. The Earth’s sea level atmospheric pressure, for comparison, is 101,300
pascals.

Science fiction novel about Callisto. Jandar may be chief of Callisto, but he is not likely to find indigenous red-haired women there. Perhaps one should
suggest Ireland to him.

So there you have it: the fabulous world Callisto. Those of you with larger telescopes, you might see if you can distinguish Valhalla crater from Earth on
the globe of Callisto. Those of you with excellent vision might try to catch the Galilean satellites naked eye, or even Callisto, which is farthest away from
Jupiter’s glare; it's worth an experiment Lovers of theory: go ahead and try to model Callisto’s ocean, its deep silicate interior, or try to explain the origin
guantitatively of Callisto’s oxygen atmospheric component. Microbiologists: model Callisto’s hypothetical ocean and see what halophilic bacteria, if any,
can survive in it, by experiments in a “Callisto jar”. Engineers: design a better human habitat that NASA’s HOPE project did. | doubt if its optimized to take
into account all of Callisto’s unique characteristics.

Ohhh--and science-fiction writers---you have just, just, just begun.
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View of Jupiter from Callisto These are the numerous so-called “ice knobs” 100 meters high, which thickly populate portions of the Callistan surface.
Image source not known.
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|GREATER PITTSBURGH SCIENCE FICTION BOOK GROUP 2021 READING LIST

September 22, 2021 (Jim)

Novel: “Citizen of the Galaxy” by Robert A, Heinlein (236 pgs)
Short Fiction:

“The Mountains of Mourning” by Lois McMaster Bujoid
“Pilgrimage to Earth” by Robert Sheckley (11 pgs)

|October 27, 2021 (Scott)

Novel: “Deathkiller” by Spider Robinson (480 pgs)
Short Fiction:

“The Horars of War” by Gene Wolfe

“The Cassandra Project” by Larry Correia

For more information contact: Greg Armstrong
roboman@cmu.edu
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FANTASTIC ARTIST OF THE MONTH
by Larry Ivkovich

BRADLEY SHARP

Bradley Sharp is an artist whose works many of us may have seen on the covers of several of Dog Star Books
part of Raw Dog Screaming Press) including those of area writers Heidi Rubi Miller and Albert Wendland.

Sharp was born in Oxfordshire, UK, in 1977 and studied Graphic Communication at Nene University. His work
is done using vector art and graphics which is computer artwork made up of points, lines, curves, cover and
shapes based on mathematical formulas. With vector images, the resolution is high with no loss of quality.

Sharp says his artwork “is nothing more than glorified doodling,” but his striking stylized images are a
refreshing change from the photo-realistic art prevalent today and reminiscent of similar SF cover art from
the Sixties and Seventies.

MIKE RESNICK
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BRIEF BIOS
By Eric Leif Davin

Mona Farnsworth” (Muriel Newhall) (c.1904-1981)

In addition to her work in science
fiction, Farnsworth wrote dozens of
stories for the romance pulps. She
was also the author of 10-15 Gothic
romance paperbacks in the 1970s.

Harriet Frank, Jr. (1918-2020)

HARRIET FRANK, JR.

“I was born less than —well, thirty vears age
with no idea. at the time, of becoming a writer.
Fortunate. My parents would probably have
been scared to death, Later 1 hit it with every-
thing 1 had. Became a writer, and married
one. The male member of the team, at least
outwardly, resembles nothing out of Mickey
Spillane. We are now living in Los Angeles.
I have many enthusiasms, Starting with my
husband and Los Angeles, they go on to travel,
foreign places, children, animals, Jane Austen,
cooking, beautiful sunsets and U. S, currency.”

from Amazing Stories June-July Volume 27 Number 5
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THE MAN FROM SATURN

By HARRIET FRANK, JR.

Vou might as well know it right off: it won't do any good for vou lo

fall in love with Belsy Simms. She's crasy about a guy named Yrixxe
(alias Sam), whose skin is green and whose address 1s Saturn. Beisy
dug him oul of a fest tube one night and hasn't been quite the same
SINCE. o :

Sam wasn't easy for a girl to handle. For one thing, his idea of
flaming love was lo lake a walk in the park and think at you. That
might be hot stuff up among the Rings, but Beisy wanled real action!

And then a sleek slice of female named Leda came along and loaded
Sam up wilh ticker-tape parades, keys lo the cily, and a Presidential
reception — and Belsy had more action than she knew what to dowith!
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Frank was born and raised in Portland, Oregon. She attended the University of
California at Los Angeles (UCLA) while her mother worked as a Hollywood script
editor. She followed in her mother’s footsteps, becoming an apprentice writer

in MGM’s stable after World War Il. There she met Irving Ravetch, another young
writer, whom she married in 1946. She remained an obscure and relatively
unknown screenwriter for the next decade. Her first production credit was as co-
writer of Steel River (1948), a “B” picture for Warner Brothers. This was followed the
same year by Whiplash, another minor film she co-authored.

In 1955 she began collaborating with her husband, producing a storyline (which was adapted
by another writer) for the conventional Western, Ten Wanted Men, starring Randolph Scott.

In 1958 they adapted three William Faulkner stories into The Long Hot Summer. Directed by
Martin Ritt and starring Orson Welles, Paul Newman, and Joanne Woodward, it was the film on
which Newman and Woodward met. The film was also the first of eight film collaborations the
husband and wife writing team conducted with Ritt, many of them starring Newman.

Their next collaboration with Ritt, The Sound and the Fury (1959), was also an adaptation of
Faulkner. That same year they wrote Home From the Hill (1959) for Vincente Minnelli. The
next year (1960) they adapted William Inge’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play, The Dark at the Top of
the Stairs. They next began producing films with Martin Ritt, who continued directing stories
written by the duo. Their first effort of this nature was an adaptation of Larry McMurtry’s first

.‘__.:l - -
Harriet Frank Jr. and Irving Ravetch
novel into the film Hud (1963), starring Paul Newman. Hud earned Frank and Ravetch their first Oscar writing nomination and earned Patricia Neal the
Oscar for Best Actress, with Melvyn Douglas winning the Oscar for Best Supporting Actor. This same team of writers, director, and star Paul Newman
returned for Hombre (1967).

Frank and Ravetch then returned to Faulkner for their next film, The Reivers (1969), starring Steve McQueen. Next they adapted Pat Conroy’s memoir
about teaching black children in the South for Conrack (1974), directed by Ritt and starring Jon Voight. They teamed with Ritt again for Norma Rae
(1979), which earned a Best Actress Oscar for star Sally Field and a second Academy Award writing nomination for Frank and Ravetch. Writers, director,
and star Sally Field returned for Murphy’s Romance (1985), a romantic comedy co-starring James Garner. The last film Harriet Frank and her husband
wrote was Stanley and Iris (1990), in which Jane Fonda taught Robert De Niro to read.

/ N\

Eric Davin’s story to the new editor of Galaxy’s Edge is scheduled for the September issue. It will be his eighth story to appear in Galaxy’s Edge.
Eric Leif Davin’s Short Fiction Collection Has Just Been Released. Available On Barnes & Noble, Amazon, Etc.

More Sorrows & Delights

Fantasy & Science Fiction

Award-winning author Eric Leif Davin journeys to hell and back in this collection of his
fantasy and science fiction stories. His journeys take him from a military base on the Moon to
the far reaches of the galaxy, from the death of a dryad to an encounter with Satan himself.
And everywhere, as he dances with the ghosts of dead ancestors and witnesses fantastic
visions in the night sky, there’s a hell hound on his trail.

Eric Leif Davin

\ /
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Octavia Butler & The Devil Girl From Mars
Eric Leif Davin
ericdavin@hotmail.com

| met Octavia E. Butler, the pioneering black female science fiction writer, only once. In September, 1992, she came to Pittsburgh’s
Carnegie-Mellon University for the Second Shooting Star writers’ conference. The conference was sponsored by the Pittsburgh-based
Shooting Star Productions, an organization dedicated to promoting black culture and artists. At the time, Butler was working on

her novel, Parable of the Sower, which would be published the following year and nominated for the Nebula Award in 1994. Butler
agreed to sit down with me and Anita Alverio for an interview about her life and work. And it was good that we actually did sit down,
because, although neither | nor Anita are short, Butler towered over us.
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0 One year subscription 10 Shooting Star Review.: §11

MAKE PAYABLE TO: Shn-utlng Star Black Writers Conference, 7123 Run: Street, P%. PA 15208-1424
Payment must be enclosed with tration. S5 will not invoice. Full refund [less 510 bandling fre] when requested in writing .:mg'uﬂ 15, 1992. No checks accepted after
September 12. §15 fee for NSFT:H Workshop schedule subject 1o change. Fees !hguly higher on day Ehnlmmx For funber information, call (412) 7T31-7464,

HOTEL: A limited number of rooms are reserved at the Oaldand Hampton Inn, 3315 Hamlet Street (412) €81-1000 @ $68inight. Rooms will accommodate four adults.

Octavia E. Butler, who was inducted into the Science Fiction Hall of Fame in 2010, was also a towering presence in science fiction. Her
work often mixed gender, feminism, religion, politics, and racial themes in a brew seldom seen in the genre. The field responded with
two Hugo Awards and two Nebula Awards. In addition, in 1995 she received the first MacArthur Foundation’s so-called genius grant
to be given to a science fiction writer. The grant was for $295,000 dispersed over five years to enable her to write more of her genre-
bending science fiction novels, which have sold over a million copies.
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Octavia was six. After Octavia began to eagerly anticipate the bedtime
reading, her mother handed her the book and said, “Here, read them yourself”
And so it began. Reading, and a neighborhood branch library, became Butler’s
escape from the ghetto neighborhood in which she lived.

She wrote her first story, about horses, at age ten because she was forgetting
the stories she'd been making up since age four. Then, Butler recalled, in 1959,
when she was 12, she saw the schlocky 1954 movie, Devil Girl From Mars,
rebroadcast on TV. The movie is one of the silliest examples of British SF ever
made. In it, a beautiful Martian woman dressed in black leather lands her
spaceship outside a remote Scottish inn stocked with cliched Brit types. She
=" tells the Brits that Martian women have taken power on Mars and established
“an intransigent matriarchy,” which has eliminated all the men. But now, Mars
needs men for a Martian-human eugenics program, and she’s come for them.
# “Surprisingly,” Butler told us, “the men didn't want to go.’

From such small acorns mighty oaks may grow and, watching it, Butler said

to herself, “l can write better science fiction than that” And so she wrote her
own story of alien-human interbreeding which, reworked as an adult, became
the seed of her acclaimed Patternmaster series of novels. And thus began her
science fiction career.

We asked Butler why she thought there were so few black science fiction writers like her.“There are so few black science fiction writers
because there are so few black science fiction writers,” she replied. “That sounds like a joke, but | think it’s true. People don’t do what
they don't see others like themselves doing. I've had a number of black women say to me, ‘lI've wanted to write science fiction, but |

didn't know there were black women science fiction writers!
. . . sor\ Lendrils around
“Well, now here | am, but not having role models didn't stop me. | just began b =5 -J i

writing. Science fiction is free and open and you can be anyone and write it. The edr 3 FE)/ e€s, Mo {;,:;44'
only person who ever told me | couldn’t write was an aunt, who told me when | ,J J?/ f—h 5{( s
was 13,’'Negroes can’t be writers.!Being 13, |, of course, disagreed with her. XA fred g :

o Fhroat {closed du ”f”ﬂ
And so Butler kept writing. After high school she worked at a series of unskilled, _ ;'I.
low-paid jobs, while writing every day.“l had no social life,” she said, “so | went to S Pﬁﬂ'h) m‘ﬁ{ e fiﬁ'— f
bed at 8 o'clock and rose at 2 a.m. and wrote for several hours before leaving for é} E:grj. /ﬁﬂﬁ‘ /E?Fi-" TC*E'CT" ch ((caTe
work. It was a habit. And that's how | made it. Habit is better than inspiration; habit 2 ﬁﬁfﬂ&i Mi Jlﬂ{‘ﬂn 5/ éy
is better than talent; habit is better than imagination, all of which are completely F ¢

useless words. Have you ever seen a child without imagination? We were all 5€ﬂ5¢|’:‘) (n !')“ :
childrep once, and our imagir.w.]tion is stil! there. You have all the imagination you TZE ﬂrfgrﬂm,., | ﬂ\
need, right now. Just start writing. Make it a habit! S it oL ;’: ,ﬁ | me' !I
iy oy o f‘n{;i’r G
While working, Butler enrolled in Pasadena Community College, from which she mc;.iif ﬁﬁl Fﬁﬁ 7 _j;' ! Inside.
graduated with an Associate of Arts degree in 1968. While there, one of her stories iﬁ RLEINE 1 AR N Fecth,
won a school writing contest. Jendrils can P W Rasper by
Z2me ]’-,_;»:Tﬁ.df']"t@*" &= Very acid
After graduation she enrolled in the Open Door Workshop of the Screenwriters and .o pear o i 2SI

Guild of America-West. One of her teachers was Harlan Ellison. Impressed with her ¢ Jf:g-f'lﬂrj 0 R

potential, Ellison began supplementing her income from odd jobs so she could dwk&q onlro kﬂ

write more. He also told her about the Clarion science fiction workshop, founded 61,3_3, }\J O ﬁ. ey can Wwoeve -’::PEE ar
in Clarion, Pennsylvania, in 1968, and encouraged her to apply. & f‘c.ﬁ 4,]’1 o5 E,/é ¢cts, Gram inmng, Yhem

In 1970 she did, and Clarion accepted Butler even though she had sold nothing M ichroscofis {f
at the time, usually a prerequisite for admission. Ellison then paid the 23-year-old

Notes on the Oankali for the Xenogenesis trilogy, ca. 1985. The Hun-
tington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens.

Page # 16



Butler’s way to, and tuition for, the workshop. Not only did the SF community at Clarion embrace her, but that crucial support was
also her breakthrough, as she sold her very first story written at Clarion to Robin Scott Wilson, one of her teachers. That story was
“Crossover,”included in Clarion, Wilson's premiere 1971 anthology in the series of outstanding stories by Clarion Workshop students.
(At the same time, she sold a second story to Ellison, who was also teaching at Clarion, for his anthology, The Last Dangerous Visions.
That anthology, with Butler’s story, has never been published.)

Butler returned from Clarion convinced that she had at last made it as a writer. However, she didn’t sell another word for five years.
Even so, she continued writing and submitting for publication. “Persistence,” she said, is the most important attribute of a writer. And
she quoted her teacher, Harlan Ellison, who told her, “If anything can discourage you from being a writer, then you shouldn’t be a
writer.”

Octavia Butler eventually fulfilled the promise her teachers saw in her.“Speech Sounds,” her 1983 story from Isaac Asimov’s Science
Fiction Magazine, won the 1984 Hugo Award for Best Short Story. “Bloodchild,” her 1984 “pregnant man story,” as she called it, also
from Asimov’s, won both the Hugo and Nebula Awards for Best Short Story in 1985. And “The Evening and the Morning and the Night”
was nominated for the Nebula in 1987.These, and other short fiction, were published in her 1996 collection, Bloodchild and Other
Stories.

But, although Butler became a prize-winning short story writer, she focussed most of her attention on novels, of which she published
eleven. At first, after returning from Clarion, she despaired of being able to write anything as long as a novel. But, she told us, she
knew she could write a short story of about 20-pages. So, that’s how she began to approach novel-writing. She wrote 20-page
chapters as if they were short stories. And that, she said, was how she wrote her first three novels, all of which she eventually sold
without benefit of an agent.

The first of these novels were in the
“Patternmaster” series. These included 5 el SCTAVIA E. C}ETAVH‘-E

Patternmaster (1976), Mind of My Mind (1977), " '
Survivor (1978), Wild Seed (1980), and Clay’s Ark I\ B U TI'E R B UT I- E R
(1984). These novels describe the origins of a : ST
vast eugenics project meant to breed superior >
humans. The project begins with a 4,000-year- 1,

old shapechanger in Africain 1690 and ends in a _ . _ :
future global Armageddon which will bring either | PATTERN
a heaven or a hell for humanity. WILD SFED : ) MASTER

In the midst of this series, Butler published one of

her most evocative works, Kindred (1979). In this novel, the first written, although the fourth to be published, a Southern California
black woman time travels back to the antebellum South, where she is enslaved. The protagonist did this in order to save the life of a
white man, the son of a slavemaster, who will become her own ancestor. She thus ensures her own existence in the future by enabling
atrocities in the past. The horror of a modern black woman, with modern sensibilities, trapped in a nightmarish past is both riveting
and disturbing. Kindred has become a common text in high
I.-—ﬁ}{—'ﬁ—-h..;:.,;q f:'n. .|:: OC l AN l ‘_-.H r school and college courses and has sold over 250,000 copies.

LI [ L el i‘\ = Ll] | L 1 In the 1980s Butler published her“Xenogenesis” trilogy,
< T === comprising Dawn (1987), Adulthood Rites (1987), and Imago
.'J._:.- || H |'| |,_H__|;_| | | T S I P\AL"-*'{-.LL:!'D (1989), collected into the omnibus volume Xenogenesis (1989)
e e et and also republished under the collective title of Lilith's Brood.
~ Again, humanity is subjected to a vast eugenics program. This
one, however, is conducted by aliens who have come upon a
post-holocaust Earth where only a few humans remain alive
in suspended animation. The aliens launch a long effort to
inter-breed with the humans. Their goal is to produce a hybrid

alien-human species which no longer exhibits the destructive
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tendencies which almost destroyed both humanity and the
Earth itself. s

The 1990s brought her powerful double-novel series, OCTAVIA OCTAVIA

Parable of the Sower (1993) and Parable of the Talents 11'" I:"Tm'hﬂ . RE DR it

(1998). In Sower, which takes place in 2024, an apocalyptic Parab 1 "“"“}%"l{: of
Sower the Talents

Southern California is ravaged by global warming and
swarming with murderous hoards of scavengers attacking
the walled communities of the wealthy. The story continues
in Talents, where a right-wing religious zealot ravages the
remnants of American society. Talents went on to win the
1999 Nebula Award for Best Novel.

i ¥
Ir.l1|1Ll'Il TOSME LRGN

Butler’s last novel, published shortly before her unexpected
death at age 58 in 2006, was Fledgling (2005). A “young”
female vampire is the only survivor of an attack on her
vampire community. Genetically modified to enable her

to walk in sunlight, she now must survive on her own, and
discover what it means to be human.

In all of her work, Octavia Butler enlarged the genre of science fiction -- and helped teach us what it means to be human.

The sales proceeds from LIKE SUNSHINE AFTER RAIN,
published by Raw Dog Screaming Press, has raised over $3060.00 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society!
by Larry Ivkovich

Edited by Heidi Rubi Miller, this limited charity anthology features over 80 short stories, poems, and essays using “hope” as the theme.
Heidi contacted the authors, asking them to submit a story with all sales proceeds going to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

The contributing authors include, among many others, Jonathan Maberry, Jason Jack Millier, Maria V. Snyder, Timons Esaias, Annette
Dashofy, Christina Sng, Carol Silvis, Michael A. Arnzen, and Parsec members Larry lvkovich, Joe Coluccio, and Eric Leif Davin.

The cover is by artist Brad Sharpe, this issue’s Fantastic Artist of the Month, with interior illustrations by Sharon A. Ruby.
| think this is now sold out but you can check on Raw Dog’s website: Raw Dog Screaming Press

Like Sunshine
After Rain

Edited By Heidl Ruby Millar
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2021 HUGO NOMINEE REVIEWS - Part 3

Larry Ivkovich

Best Novella Nominee
THE EMPRESS OF SALT AND FORTUNE by Nghi Vo

. = = The first tale of Cleric Chih of the Singing Hills Abbey begins in the Hugo-nominated fantasy

= novella The Empress of Salt and Fortune by Nghi Vo. This is the first book in Vo's Singing Hills Cycle,

. followed by When the Tiger Came Down the Mountain and Into the Riverlands.

¥1 This is a beautifully written novella of political intrigue, the power of love, redemption, and the
. danger of hubris. Set in an alternate Asian setting complete with mages, ghosts, mammoth (as in
. the prehistoric beastie) battle-mounts, and magical animals, The Empress of Salt and Fortune starts
- | outslow but very soon the reader falls under its intricately plotted spell. It's one of those books that
creeps up on you with its expertly written prose, description, storyline, and characters.

Subtle and deliberately paced, the story follows Cleric Chih and their colleague, intelligent, talking

" hoopoe bird Almost Brilliant. Chih and Almost Brilliant are traveling to the Dragon Court to attend

a ceremony during a solar eclipse to usher in the reign of the new Empress. As part of their duties

| to the abbey, they begin to record the history of their country, collectively known as the empire of

L Ahn, while traveling, Chih with their diligent research and cataloging and Almost Brilliant with her
! perfect memory.

The plot centers around an elderly former servant (a woman called Rabbit) of the previous empress, who tells the story of her
relationship of decades past with the then-exiled In-Yo, the Empress of Salt and Fortune. Chih and Almost Brilliant encounter Rabbit at
the remote forest compound where In-Yo had been banished as a young woman after a military coup.

The Smiling Fortunes compound, built on the shore of Lake Scarlet, had been magically hidden by an imperial sorcerer and all
references to it taken off the maps to further isolate the Empress. In-Yo and Rabbit shared the compound with other ex-wives,
servants, and concubines who'd fallen out of the emperor’s favor.

Chih and Almost Brilliant write down and memorize Rabbit’s stories. After each telling, Rabbit asks Chih, “Do you understand?”
Chih finally does. Was Empress In-Yo really a captive of her fate or was there more going on than met the eye? Full of twists and
humor, this is a story to be read a number of times.

If you couldn’t tell by now, | liked this a lot. Though Ring Shout by P. Djeli Clark very deservedly won best novella in the Nebula and
Locus Awards, | hope The Empress of Salt and Fortune wins the Hugo in that same category. Highly recommended.
.jl:'l' I"F.j::.d';
ooy !
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Parsec Meeting Saturday, September 18, 2021 1:00PM

Alternate History: What if today’s level of light
pollution had always been?

John E. Bortle is an American amateur astronomer. He is
best known for creating the Bortle scale to quantify the
darkness of the night sky. The Bortle Scale measures the
night sky’s brightness and the interference caused by
light pollution.

Go to: https://parsec-sff.org/blog/2021/09/10/sept-
parsec-meeting-9-18-21/ for more iformation

All are welcome. Register for
Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.

zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ucu-
: sgzMvHNMsT7wuV9XpwVhO O0MoAbg0



https://parsec-sff.org/blog/2021/09/10/sept-parsec-meeting-9-18-21/
https://parsec-sff.org/blog/2021/09/10/sept-parsec-meeting-9-18-21/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ucu-sqzMvHNMsT7wuV9XpwVhO_0MoAbq0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ucu-sqzMvHNMsT7wuV9XpwVhO_0MoAbq0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ucu-sqzMvHNMsT7wuV9XpwVhO_0MoAbq0

PARSEC Officers’ Current Operational Duties

The CHAIR shall:

1) Recruit guest speakers or ensure activities for monthly meetings not already planned,
Currently the planned meetings are:
March: Confluence panel topics generation (chaired by a ConCom member).
August: annual picnic
December: annual Christmas party

If not re-elected, recruit a speaker or assign an activity for the January meeting after his or her own term of office has expired.

2) Chair monthly meetings excepting the picnic and the Christmas party.

3) Write a monthly column for SIGMA, subject of the President’s choosing. Past presidents have used this as an occasion to publicize the upcoming

monthly guest speaker.
4) Remind the Board of Directors to hold an annual meeting and chair that meeting.
Duties which can be delegated:

1) Ensure that the luggage carrying the raffle prizes is at all monthly meetings, excepting the picnic and the Christmas party, and unpack, display, and

repack the prizes.
2) Designate someone to reserve a park for the annual picnic.
3) Find and encourage presidential candidate(s) near the end of his or her term of office.

The VICE-CHAIR shall:

1) Take on the duties of the President in the event of the President’s incapacitation.

2) Ensure that the PARSEC table is fully staffed at each Confluence.

Duties which can be delegated:
1) Provide ice for major parties (such as picnic, Christmas and even Halloween), thereby acting as a
kind of Ice-President.

The TREASURER shall:

1) Collect and deposit membership dues, raffle income, and other income.
2) Pay PARSEC bills from the PARSEC account.
3) Keep PARSEC financial records in good order and liaison with the bank.
Duties which can be delegated:
1) Give a financial report at each meeting excepting the picnic and the Christmas party.

The SECRETARY shall:

1) Take minutes of monthly PARSEC meetings excepting the picnic and the Christmas party and submit them to the following month’s SIGMA.

2) Ensure the currency and completeness of the Operating Instructions for Officers, and submit them so as to appear in each September SIGMA.

Duties which can be delegated:

1) Write an impressionistic account of Confluence, the picnic and the Christmas party and submit these to the following month’s SIGMA.

The COMMENTATOR shall:

1) Respond to information queries and process other correspondence.
2) Comment on PARSEC affairs in SIGMA as the spirit moves him or her.
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