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PARSEC 501(c)(3) ORGANIZATION NEWS
PARSEC, Pittsburgh's premier Science Fiction & Fantasy Organization Sigma newsletter
includes updates and announcements from all the Parsec programs; Confluence, Parsec
Ink's Triangulation anthology and new to the Writing Workshop committee, Write or Die
(WorD) writing and critique group.

The Parsec Board of Directors is pleased to announce that we have a new Board member. 
Kathryn Smith was officially voted to the BOD on Sunday February 18, 2024. Welcome Kathryn! 
You can view updates and the full Board of Directors listing under the Mission & Programs tab of
the website.
Parsec is moving forward this year by writing grants that will (if funding is received) help with the
financial constraints the organization faces. The websites are being updated to include features that
will help with membership registrations, make it easier to find information on Triangulation and the
Short Story contest and includes a new demographic survey that will help us obtain grants for the
Parsec programs!  If you haven't filled in the DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEY, please take the 2-3
minutes it will take to complete that. 

PARSEC HAS A NEW MAILING ADDRESS!
If you need to mail anything to Parsec, Confluence, Parsec Ink or WorD, the address is: 

PO Box 79281  Pittsburgh, PA 15216
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https://parsec-sff.org/demographics-survey/
file:///tmp/www.facebook.com/groups/parsecconfluenceparsecinkword/
https://www.youtube.com/@Parsec.Confluence.ParsecInk
https://www.instagram.com/parsec_confluence_ink_word/
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You can help support Parsec in 2024 by becoming a member! Your membership dollars go
to support all the Parsec programs. You'll also receive your own nifty, digital & printable Parsec
membership card!

Become a Member

The Parsec Short Story Contest, 
“AI mythology” will be open to submissions

until Sunday March 31st.
Submit your short stories now!

https://parsec-sff.org/memberships/
https://parsec-sff.org/short-story-contest/


MONTHLY MEETINGS

-Please note the venue change for March-

The Parsec Monthly Meeting will take place on Saturday, March 16, 2024, IN PERSON, at the Mt
Lebanon public Library in Meeting Room A. 
Social starts at 12:30pm with the official meeting starting at 1:00 pm. 
A Zoom option is available for those that cannot make it in-person:
The ZOOM will open for social time at 12:30 pm. Register for the Zoom meeting by visiting our
website at https://parsec-sff.org/ or use the direct  Zoom Registration link. 

Parsec Monthly Meeting
Sat March 16th at 12:30pm

March is traditionally the Confluence Panel Topics Idea meeting where we throw ideas at the
ConChair, Kevin Hayes. 
This year we are pleased to announce that the Confluence Guest of Honor, Richard Kadrey will be
joining us! Richard will introduce us to his works, career, and writing, and do a reading from one of
his books.
W. Randy Hoffman will be in attendance to give us more information about the incredible music
performances he has lined up for 2024. 
We hope to see you there!

www.parsec-sff.org

CONFLUENCE-SFF.ORG

https://parsec-sff.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMud-usrz0jGdHPxQrCTLhL-oFjb6v7uQxK#/registration
https://www.richardkadrey.me/
https://confluence-sff.org/2024-music/
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Our 2024 Confluence Guest of Honor will be Richard Kadrey

Richard Kadrey is the New York Times bestselling author of the Sandman Slim supernatural noir
series. Sandman Slim was included in Amazon’s “100 Science Fiction & Fantasy Books to Read in
a Lifetime,” and is in development as a feature film. Some of Kadrey’s other books include King
Bullet, The Grand Dark, Butcher Bird, and The Dead Take the A Train (with Cassandra Khaw). He’s
written for film and comics, including Heavy Metal, Lucifer, and Hellblazer. Kadrey also makes music
with his band, A Demon in Fun City.

https://www.richardkadrey.me/


Our Featured Music Guest will be Bonnie Gordon

Bonnie Gordon is a voiceover actress, singer, songwriter, & entertainer (not to mention a huge
nerd!) based in Los Angeles, California.
As a voice actress, Bonnie is known for voicing such characters as: the Ship Computer in Star Trek:
Prodigy; Rainbow Mika in Street Fighter V; Silque in Fire Emblem Echoes: Shadows of Valentia &
Fire Emblem Heroes; Eva in Code Vein; Bico in Muhyo & Roji’s Bureau of Supernatural
Investigation; multiple recurring characters on 2 seasons of Cartoon Network’s Mighty Magiswords;
and many many more!

Confluence Writing Workshops are in the Works!

https://www.bonniegordon.com/


Barbara Barnett is the author of three books, including the award-winning The Apothecary’s Curse,
a finalist for the prestigious Bram Stoker Award for a debut novel.

This year Confluence will have two writing workshops with facilitator, Brenda Barnett. 

Advance signup is required. Only one workshop per person, please.

Workshop #1. Sat July 27:  
Character, Plot and Your World: Playing Nicely Together in the Sandbox

Workshop #2. Sun July 28:
Scrivener Made Easy

Workshops will open April 1st (no foolin') on the Confluence website. An announcement and link
to the signup form will be released through Parsec Announce on Groups.io, then on social media
sites and through a special announcement Sigma newsletter. 
If you would like to join the moderated, announcement-only Groups.io email group, apply for
membership to the group here: ParsecAnnounce.groups.io 

Visit the Confluence website

https://barbarabarnett.com/
https://parsecinc.groups.io/g/ParsecAnnounce
https://confluence-sff.org/


PARSEC INK: TRIANGULATION
The annual Triangulation anthology is CLOSED to submissions!

The Editors and slush readers received 349 submissions. They are still in the
reading process.

More information coming next month.

Parsec Ink: Triangulation

WRITE OR DIE
The Write or Die (WorD), Pittsburgh, PA science fiction, fantasy & horror writing
and critique group meets twice every month!

Time: 6:45 pm - 9 pm.
2nd Tuesday of each month on Zoom only
4th Tuesday of every month at the Mt. Lebanon Public library with a Zoom option.
Meetings are free to attend and open to the public. Registration is required for the Zoom meetings. 
Visit WorD on the website for more information on meeting procedures, contact info and how to
register for the meetings. 

Write or Die

CHAIRPERSON'S COLUMN
Fear, The Future, and Perception Bias

by Scot Noel

Imagine if you will, today’s world without automobiles. Or rather, a world in which news of their
invention has only recently hit the public consciousness.
The media is filled with visions of a future where individuals and families can travel independently,
free of transit schedules and crowded buses and trains. Robust rovers are promised that will get you
and your family to secluded beaches and mountain hideaways. Tourism will explode. Teenagers can
already feel the keys in their hands and look forward to date night taking on whole new possibilities!
But would these heralded symbols of freedom ever find acceptance in a world where the Internet
and its doom scrollers enthusiastically predict the end of civilization? No doubt the obvious insanity
of the auto would be trolled at every opportunity.

Gasoline is flammable! Every emergency room will be filled with burn victims.
You’ll have to bury tanks of toxic fuel on every street corner to keep these things going.

https://parsec-sff.org/triangulation/
https://word-pgh.weebly.com/


You’ll have to bury tanks of toxic fuel on every street corner to keep these things going.
Without experts to handle the pumping, people would spill gas everywhere.
In the US alone, crash deaths might rise to 40,000 to 50,000 fatalities per year. The cost to
the economy in injuries, death, and property damage will bankrupt the country!
It’s not possible to build enough roads for all these things, and if it were, people would
constantly be getting lost. There would have to be signs, and road lights, and traffic control
systems. It would bankrupt every state, the US, the world!
To keep people safe, you’d have to strap them down, explode air cushions in front of during
collisions, and there’s no way to make an automobile safe for young children to ride in!
What are you going to do with the worn-out ones? Imagine the wastelands of metal; the
endless storage yards of old auto junk; the unsightly graveyards of rusting metal. Not in my
backyard!

You get the idea. And I didn’t even go into the enormous health and environmental impact of leaded
gasoline. Ethyl, as it was commonly known, was highly dangerous due to its toxic effects on human
health and the environment. Tetraethyl lead, the additive used to improve engine performance for
over three quarters of a century, caused a range of serious health issues, including neurological and
cognitive damage, especially in children, as well as cardiovascular and kidney problems in adults.
Its widespread use contributed to environmental pollution, including air, water, and food. It raised
lead levels in the atmosphere to dangerous levels, leading to widespread public health concerns.
Yet, in our real world, we not only accepted these risks, problems, and disadvantages, we
developed entire industries around mitigating them. Because once automobiles made their way into
the culture, nay, into civilization itself, there was no way they were going to be banned, even at the
risk of our own lives.
In fact, learning to drive and getting your own vehicle became a rite of passage into adulthood.
I know this social pressure firsthand. As a bookish nerd, I made it all the way through college
without getting my driver’s license. (While I’m nowhere near as smart as Sheldon from The Big
Bang Theory, there are parallels.)
When I got my physical for a learner’s permit at the age of 22, the doctor looked at me a little
incredulously and asked “so, what the hell’s wrong with you?” Owning and driving cars was not only
normalized, but it had also become conventional and expected behavior, regardless of all dangers.

Risk Perception Bias  (Read More Here)

REVIEWS

2 OTHERS AS YOU WOULD HAVE THEM 2 YOU: DUNE 2

Review by William B. Hall

      When I first read Frank Herbert’s “Dune” half a century ago, I suspected that no movie could
ever truly convey the book. I was right. I was right in 1984 and I am right today 40 years later.
However, that is no put-down. Different media do different things. Take the banquet scene, the one
in which Paul casually brushes aside a sexual ploy, or a desperate Duke Leto pours his water on the
floor. So much of that scene lies in Bene Gesserit mastery of scrutinizing otherwise imperceptible
clues. How do you render that, in a movie as opposed to a reader’s mind? Film adaptations are

https://parsec-sff.org/fear-the-future-and-perception-bias/
https://parsec-sff.org/fear-the-future-and-perception-bias/
https://parsec-sff.org/fear-the-future-and-perception-bias/


clues. How do you render that, in a movie as opposed to a reader’s mind? Film adaptations are
distinct from their books, and thank God for that. The Manchurian Candidate scans better as a
movie (the original!) than as the Richard Condon novel, in spite of all of Condon’s talent. Dune: Part
Two takes its liberties, but I’m not sore about that. I do wonder, though, when we’ll ever draw much
closer to the actual book, not even as Herbert may have originally meant it, but as a best and most
relevant interpretation. Forty years from now there may be yet another attempt, and that may “take.”
Till then, this is nothing short of a new phase in the evolution of science fiction cinema.
     A signature of Herbert’s style lies in phrases like “plans within plans within plans,” but Dune: Part
Two is more about plans against plans against plans. There’s the Emperor’s plans, the Baron
Harkonnen’s plans, the na-Baron Harkonnen’s plans, the Spacing Guild’s plans, the plans of the
Bene Gesserit, the plans of Lady Jessica, and the plans of the Fremen. I was sad to see – yet again
– pretty much an abandonment of the master plan of Pardot Kynes, father of Liet-Kynes. As a
reader, I was fascinated by the idea of an entire world embracing a centuries-long program of
terraforming with a kind of Muslim zeal. Instead, movies always come back to “No, let’s just fight
some big meanies.” One longstanding problem with this story is that I can imagine a far-future travel
brochure proclaiming “Arrakis: Come for the challenges and stay for … the challenges.” Endless
desert, vast and terrible storms, giant killer sandworms, Harkonnen oppression, a harsh and militant
native culture – what exactly recommends the place? Without the focus and discipline demanded by
Pardot Kynes’s dream, I find that the story becomes far less unique. Movies tend to reduce all grand
motivations to sadism and power-lust, with vengeance passing for justice, and it would have been a
relief to watch not-quite-Muslims not simply dreaming of paradise but patiently and scientifically
trying to build one. I miss the scene in the book in which Paul and his mother Jessica are splattered
with mud and have a good cathartic laugh over that. Here, Jessica is tough to warm to. Even her
usage of the Voice is rendered as monstrous, while I always prefer to imagine it to be something
subtle, and her, or anyone’s, wielding of power gets portrayed as some devil’s bargain. I say, Just
give the Fremen their paradise, already, even if that means saying “Let me reward all you fighters
with an invitation to camp out on Caladan.”
     So how is this evolution? Many ways. I have summed up so many plots as “commandoism,” the
idea that one plucky commando raid in the eleventh hour can salvage everything. Here, the Fremen
also practice commandoism, but it is relentless, a way of life. I’ve seen movies about the conquering
of worlds, and the destruction of worlds, but these Dune movies excel in successfully portraying not
only the running of worlds but the liberation of one. More, please!
     With the first movie, I decided that, for all its silliness, I still preferred the 1984 movie’s Paul as
played by Kyle MacLachlan. Today, I find such a comparison irrelevant. Chalamet and MacLachlan
are different Pauls and they have each excelled in their ways. Javier Bardem’s Stilgar has a warmth
I find oddly rabbinical. (What can I say, I grew up in Squirrel Hill.) I don’t quite “get” Zendaya as
some kind of superstar, but that leaves me free to appreciate her as a strong Everywoman,
practicing Jennifer Lawrence Mastery of Glumness. That is not a dismissal, either, that is a serious
art form.
     I do wonder at some roles. Florence Pugh makes an interesting confidante and daughter to
Christopher Walken’s Emperor Shaddam, but one of my few aesthetic quibbles was “Why does a
Princess of the Galaxy have short hair?” With her birth postponed, the very presence of Paul’s sister
Alia is reduced to a vision of her eventual adulthood, leaving my nostalgic imagination free to hear
Kim Carnes singing “She’s Got Anya Taylor-Joy Eyes,” with all respect to Bette Davis.
     Rebecca Ferguson rawks and I still growl at what the last Mission: Impossible movie did with her.
It was a joy to see Josh Brolin back as Gurney. The villains, I find tough to evaluate. As one poet of
our age has put it, haters gonna hate, hate, hate, hate, hate.
     One serious star of this movie is the photography, which seems to turn upside-down the
infamous creepy decree “No earth tones” from the bygone cool cop show “Miami Vice.” Here the
earth tones are relentless, if they’re colors at all, and it became easy for me to imagine this as an
excellent black-and-white, in a spirit of Sergei Eisenstein or D. W. Griffith. I’d’ve been fine with that.



excellent black-and-white, in a spirit of Sergei Eisenstein or D. W. Griffith. I’d’ve been fine with that.
     We are left with a Villeneuve movie which is at once closer, and yet further removed, than the
Lynch one. This movie is respectable, even revolutionary. I wonder idly about the fake movie-within-
a-movie from 2012’s Argo and dream that it could have gone something like this. I rate this G, for
Grim but Good. Yet at the end my ultimate recommendation remains: read the damn book, already.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
From Donald Firesmith:
My short story, "The Manikin," just won its second award. So far this month, it has come in first
place in the 2024 BooksShelf.com short story contest and 2nd place in the 2024 Indies Unite Short
Bites short story contest in the science fiction category. In addition to the modest cash prize, Indies
United Publishing House will publish the story in an anthology.
The story is about a medical manikin with a human body and an AI brain that achieves
consciousness during the final exam of four med students where the exam scenario is that of
treating at a hospital trauma center of a young girl shot at a middle school mass shooting.

From Mary Soon Lee:
I’m delighted to report that my poem “Sphinx,” first published in Asimov’s Science Fiction, has been
nominated for the Rhysling Award.
Jean-Paul Garnier of Space Cowboy Books interviewed me and I read from How to Navigate Our
Universe. You can view the video here.
I’m happy to report my fifth poetry acceptance from Penumbric Speculative Fiction Magazine
My poem “Raised by Mushrooms” has been reprinted in a Chinese translation in Translations 2024
#1; the poem first appeared in Star*Line.
My poem “How to Fall for Io” (first published in How to Navigate Our Universe) is one of many
poems that you can listen to at SFPA’s Valentine’s Day Poetry Reading, curated by Akua Lezli
Hope.
One of my poems is a finalist for the AnLab Readers’ Award and two of my poems are finalists for
the Asimov’s Readers’ Award
Strange Horizons has published a review by Vivian Wagner of my  “How to Navigate Our Universe”
my poem Escher’s Cat is in the latest issue of Uppagus 
And I’m happy to report recent poetry acceptances from Star*Line and from Eye to the Telescope.

From Barton Paul Levenson: 
The journal Planetary and Space Science has accepted my article, "A Comprehensive Semigray
Climate Model." I don't have the full citation yet. This will be my 9th article in a peer-reviewed
science journal.

Congratulations to everyone on your writing achievements and awards! 
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https://uppagus.com/poems/soon-lee-escher/


 PARSEC MEETING MINUTES �

We have no Monthly Meeting minutes because we have no Monthly Meeting
Secretary.  �
If you would like to be the secretary and take a few notes each month that will be
published in the newsletter, contact Kevin or Karen at newsletter@parsec-sff.org

Thank you to this months contributors!
Editors, Kevin M. Hayes & Karen Yun-Lutz

Parsec Inc., is an equal opportunity, nonprofit organization and does not discriminate based
upon age, ethnicity, ancestry, gender, gender expression, national origin, disability, race, size,
religion, sexual orientation, military status, socioeconomic background, or any other status
prohibited by applicable law.

The four programs under the Parsec Inc., 501(c)(3) organization, are, the annual Confluence
conference, the Monthly Meetings, Parsec Ink publishing and the Workshop program which
includes the WorD writing and critique group. 

If you want to unsubscribe, click here.
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