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August Minutes    

We eased into an actual meeting 
with President Joe recommending 
Dan Simmons works such as 
“Hyperion” and noting the 
discovery of “The Red Sphinx,” a 
Three Musketeers sequel.  

Mary Soon Lee told us she had five 
poems accepted – and also had 
over a hundred published, though 
that is a slight cheat because she 
had written one haiku for each 
element of the periodic table.  
Three of them made it into the Wall 
Street Journal, a unique coup.  (We 
were personally treated to haiku 
for hydrogen, helium, fluorine, 
aluminum, silicon, and potassium.)  
Larry Ivkovich reported a sale 
of 27 copies of his new “Orcus 
Unchained” at Confluence along 
with the preceding two books 

in the series.  Bonnie Funk reported on sales of Confluence T-shirts (well over a 
hundred) and copies of Triangulation (seventeen).

     Kaffeeklatsches at Confluence were booked full.  Darrell Schweitzer was noted 
as an example of a good medievalist.  Mary enjoyed the guests of honor (Sharon 
Lee, Steve Miller) and offered a “What’s Parsec?” panel.  Joe floated the idea of a film 
festival.  Bonnie spoke of the usefulness of pursuing small grants and the need to 
find a proper replacement for our excellent program manager Jeff Mierzejewski.  
Our Confluence web page needs to give thanks to various people, and Larry, in 
particular, wished to thank Karen Yun-Lutz for her work on the publicity.

     It was odds and ends like that, more chance for us few recovering souls to share 
a few reflections on the convention just one week earlier.  Our headcount reached 
eleven.

Secretary Bill Hall

From The Editors

Confluence and the total eclipse together in 
the same month. That can’t be a coincidence!
Two great events although we’ll have to wait 
another 7 years for the next eclipse. Some 
Parsec members like Mary Tabasco, Christine 
Hutson, Nancy Janda, Lara VanWinkle, and, 
I’m sure, many others, traveled to the Zone 
of Totality to witness the eclipse. I watched 
it in Morgantown, WV at 84% and will never 
forget it.

However, we can enjoy Confluence several 
more times until then. I thought this year’s 
con was well attended, more than last year. 
For the most part, the Dealers’ Room didn’t 
have as many lulls in the action like last year. 
The kaffeeklatsches and readings were very 

interesting and pretty full. Plus, events like Cosplay, the writing exercises, and the 
Beading workshop drew very good crowds.

Not to mention the terrific author and musical guests-of-honor, Sharon Lee and 
Steve Miller, and Consortium of Genius.

Kudos to the ConCom for organizing and planning a terrific conference, and to 
Mother Nature for a spectacular celestial display! Here’s to many more of both.
I’d like to personally thank Karen Yun-Lutz, Laurie and Jim Mann, Frank Oreto, Pete 
Williams, Jaime Lackey, Ken Chiacchia, Bill Hall, Brandon Ketchum, and Michele 
Staffen for supporting and helping with the various promotional events we 
held leading up to Confluence. A very big shout-out to Karen for her great job 
publicizing the event!

I can only take credit for a few of the accompanying photos. Most I stole from 
Karen’s stash. (Copy of photographs are only in the digital edition of Sigma. For a copy 
email sigma@parsec-sff.org.)

Larry

mailto:sigma@parsec-sff.org


Elektro,   The Loveable  Robot.

    A lthough I reveled at the 1965-66 New York World’s Fair, there was a similar fair in the year 
1939.  As with other such events, the 1939 event portrayed the future.  In a way the 1939 

Elektro at the Heinz History Center, Smallman Street, Pittsburgh.

event was more successful than the 1965 event in this: the 1939 event predicted 
the kitchen appliances, interstate highways, television  and computers we have—
although the1939 versions used vacuum tubes.  The 1965 event was a future that 

could have—but didn’t –happen. Yet, in a way, the 1939 fair also was ignoring 
the elephant in the room—the horrific geopolitical designs of Hitler, Hirohito and 
Mussolini, which were about to materialize, and had in the case of Czechoslovakia, 
China and Ethiopia. 
    
      My grandfather, involved with the construction trades at Westinghouse Electric 
Co., apparently went to both events, as I found a used ticket for the1939 event in 
my attic.  Westinghouse buried time capsules at both events.

     Beyond time capsules, Westinghouse also built a loveable robot for the 1939 
event, called Elektro.  Although Japanese technology has now vastly exceeded 
Elektro  and his mechanical dog,  Sparko , the pair remain a fond memory to the 
people still alive who attended the 1939 Fair as children.   The good news: like 
the 1939 Worlds Fair world map displayed once at Buhl Planetarium (and now in 
storage),  Elektro is now in Pittsburgh, together with Sparko.

   Seven foot tall Elektro is at the Heinz History Center, on misnamed Smallman 
street.  Built by a Westinghouse facility in Mansfield, Ohio, 265 lb. (120 kg.) Elektro 
was a hit.  Of course, omni-utility robots never took off even when the Japanese 
perfected them (e.g.Asimo).  They are too expensive;  hiring a maid is easier .  
Specialized robots (such as Roombot or Husqvarna’s new mowbot) have much 
more of an economic niche.

    



    But Elektro could walk on voice command, and respond with a vocabulary 
of over 700 words, including phrases like “I am Elektro” and “My brain is bigger 
than yours”.  A 78 rpm record was stored inside with all the phrases and operated 
like a mechanical jute-box!  And Elektro could smoke a cigarette! On this activity, 
Elektro really sucked.

     Elektro also had an early version of machine vision, but was not electronic.  We 
might characterize Elektro as an electromechanical apparatus. 

   Elektro toured the USA in 1950, and appeared in the 1960 movie, “Sex Kittens 
Go to College”, renamed  “Thinko”.  The movie is not X-rated, but is very a stupid 
comedy. One critic said the producer should have been thrown in a swimming 
pool filled with piranhas.  I agree.

Don’t watch the movie; the trailer is quite enough at

 http://trailersfromhell.com/sex-kittens-go-college/#.UzAoKF4wiRY

But  after that, Elektro’s career was over, and he (it) got to retire to a museum, 
together with Sparko.  Say, if you know anyone in a nursing home that has fond 
memories of Elektro, be sure and taxicab them to the Heinz History Museum.  

by Francis Graham

Our own Heidi Pilewski is a cast member in the Pittsburgh Savoyard’s 
production of Gilbert and Sullivans’s H.M.S. Pinafore next month.

Book Launch Event for Joshua David Bellin’s new YA SF Novel “Freefall”

Longtime Parsec member and storyteller Alan Irvine will be directing 
Shakespeare in the Park’s upcoming productions of Henry V.

http://trailersfromhell.com/sex-kittens-go-college/#.UzAoKF4wiRY


Fantastic Artist Of The Month

Rowena Morrill

Rowena Morrill, born 1944, is an American artist best known for her science fiction 
and fantasy illustrations. She’s credited as one of the first female artists to influence 
paperback cover artwork.

She has done cover art for books by Anne McCaffrey, Isaac Asimov, Samuel R. 
Delany, Piers Anthony, and Madeleine L’engle, among others. She’s also created 
artwork for various magazines, including Playboy, Heavy Metal, and Omni.

Morrill has been nominated for the Hugo Award 5 times. She received the British 
Fantasy Award in 1984.



Brief Bio
by Eric Leif Davin

Jeanne Williams (1930-?): 
As with her SF, Williams began writing Western short 
stories in the early Fifties, selling mostly to Ranch 
Romances.  When introducing her second SF story in the 
January, 1955 Fantastic Universe, editor Leo Margulies 
wrote that Williams “started writing seriously two years 
ago while studying at Ohio University.  She is 24 and has 
a five-year-old son and an Air Force husband.  She has 
sold 13 Western stories...” Williams went on to publish a 
number of Western novels, which seems to have been her 
primary interest.

Squirrel Hill Branch of the Carnegie Library
Room B - Next to the Rear Entrance

1:30 - 4:30 PM
Come in and introduce yourself

The room is open at noon.

Saturday, September  9, 2017
Parsec Meeting Schedule

Leo Margulies Intro to “the happy music” Fantastice Universe Vol 2 No. 6 Jan 1955

"Gabriel Wilson" (Gabrielle 
Wilson Cummings), (? -?): 

This pseudonym was probably 
used by Gabrielle Cummings 
in collaboration with her 
husband, noted early SF 
writer Ray Cummings (1887-
1957), who published over 
750 stories.  However, neither 
Mike Ashley nor Everett Bleiler, 
who have written on this 
possibility, is sure.  Although 
only one SF story appeared 
under this pen name, the 
couple seems to have used it 
frequently in writing mystery 
stories.

Earth-Venus 12 - Thrilling Wonder Stories December 1936



Some Thoughts On Japanese Sf

I watched an old Godzilla movie recently, which started me thinking about Japanese 
speculative movies, TV, and books in general. Some of you probably know more 
than I do about that subject, but with the recent influence of Japanese horror on 
western movies (The Ring, Shutter, Dark Water, and The Grudge, are examples), I 
was reminded of a handful non-anime Japanese films and television shows I’ve 
seen through the years.

The Mysterians – Classic Japanese SF with aliens invading Earth. Complete with a 
giant, rampaging robot and love-starved ETs.

Battle Royale – Some think Suzanne Collins used the plot and ideas of this movie 
(adapted from a novel written by Koushun Takami) as the basis for The Hunger 
Games. Very similar indeed but you can judge for yourself.

Ultra Man – This show reminded me of Godzilla in terms of mass destruction. 
As I recall, Ultra Man fought a different giant monster every episode, destroying 
everything around them. Great fun!

Astro Boy – An early, stylistically-influential version of anime. I watched this as a 
kid, not knowing at the time it was Japanese.

The SFWA website lists the top ten Japanese science fiction novels according 
to SF Magazine, the top Japanese science fiction magazine. I’ve not read any of 
these but they do sound interesting.

Ten Billion Days and One Hundred Billion Nights by Ryu Mitsuse (1967). 

An epic, cosmic adventure in the manner of Arthur C. Clarke, covering the 
evolution of humanity.

At the End of the Endless Stream by Sakyo Komatsu (1966). 

A young physicist discovers a billion-year war in which humans are pawns… and 
then humans begin to vanish. 



Legend of an Enchanted Planet by Ryo Hanmura (1975). 

A classic of both fantasy and science fiction, this novel the endless cycle of 
extinction and rebirth.

Minus Zero by Tadashi Hirose (1970). 

A classic of time travel and social commentary. 

Jewelry Thief by Masaki Yamada (1980). 

A wild quest fantasy with nightmarish creatures and insectoid gods. 

God Hunting by Masaki Yamada (1975). 

Keisuke Shimazu, a genius computer scientist, discovers an ancient text written in 
a language only God can understand.
 
The Day of Resurrection by Sakyo Komatsu (1964). 

A popular disaster novel. The Day of Resurrection was adapted as Virus in 1980 
which was the most expensive Japanese film made at the time. Virus featured a 
number of American actors, including George Kennedy and Robert Vaughn.

A Private Record of Mt. Musubi by Ryo Hanmura (1973). 

SF-alternative history. 

Yukikaze by Chohei Kambayashi (1984). 

A classic of Japanese military SF.

Japan Sinks by Sakyo Komatsu (1973). 

Perhaps the most widely known Japanese SF novel in the English-speaking world, 
Japan Sinks has been in print in the US since the 1970s. This was was made into a 
movie in 1973 named Tidal Wave. Hard SF meets social commentary.

by Larry Ivkovich

Eclipse: Pittsburgh, Monday 21 August 2017

     Former Sigma editor Francis Graham was interested in traveling south to 
catch the “totality” of the eclipse, but calls of duty closer to home kept him here.  
Even so, he took myself and a friend named Nicole out to a playground in East 
Pittsburgh.  We went out there with a few patches of aluminized mylar, that 
remarkable stuff which makes safe eclipse viewing possible, and a cheap but 
serviceable telescope with a cleverly cut box attached, the box providing a very 
nice large clear projection of the disk of the sun.  By shortly after 1 PM the moon 
was already beginning to make its tiny flattening dent, and over the course of 
more than an hour a crescent began to form, waning slimmer and slimmer until 
it looked like we had at least three-quarters coverage.  It was a cloudy day but we 
got to enjoy various intermittent breaks followed by one big long one, and even 
a cloud-free sun was noticeably dimmed here on Earth.  Francis had intended for 
people in the area to take an interest, and we did attract an older gentleman, one 
Paul Crosby, a former Okinawa paratrooper who went on to become a chef for the 
Pittsburgh Athletic Club.  The four of us hung around till pretty much maximum 
coverage (from Pittsburgh’s angle) and we didn’t stay for the sun’s re-emergence.  
Still, just as we were about to close up proverbial shop, some kids took an interest 
and came over and looked.  Francis is a diehard educator and I think that sort of 
vindicated the whole expedition.

     Another eclipse may not come Pittsburgh’s way for about a hundred years, 
but come April 8, 2024, another total eclipse will pass over Austin, Texas, then 
Cleveland, Erie, Buffalo, and Montreal.  This one made me crave a fuller darkness 
and I’m already trying to choose a 2024 destination.  I now wish to experience, as 
I might put it, the full Ladyhawke.

     Bill Hall



PARSEC Officers’ Current Operational Duties

The PRESIDENT shall:

1) Recruit guest speakers or ensure activities for monthly meetings not already 
planned.

Currently the planned meetings are:
February: artist show and tell (the organization of which can be delegated)
March: Confluence panel topics generation (chaired by a ConCom member).
August: annual picnic
October: annual members’ book sale (an activity may also be scheduled)
December: annual Christmas party

If not re-elected, recruit a speaker or assign an activity for the January meeting 
after his or her own term of office has expired.

2) Chair monthly meetings excepting the picnic and the Christmas party.

3) Write a monthly column for SIGMA, subject of the President’s choosing.  Past 
presidents have used this as an occasion to publicize the upcoming monthly 
guest speaker.

4) Remind the Board of Directors to hold an annual meeting and chair that meeting.

Duties which can be delegated:

1) Ensure that the luggage carrying the raffle prizes is at all monthly meetings, 
excepting the picnic and the Christmas party, and unpack, display, and repack the 
prizes.

2) Designate someone to reserve a park for the annual picnic.

3) Find and encourage presidential candidate(s) near the end of his or her term of 
office.

The VICE-PRESIDENT shall:

1) Take on the duties of the President in the event of the President’s incapacitation.

2) Ensure that the PARSEC table is fully staffed at each Confluence.

Duties which can be delegated:

1) Provide ice for major parties (such as picnic, Christmas and even Halloween), 
thereby acting as a kind of Ice-President.

The TREASURER shall:

1) Collect and deposit membership dues, raffle income, and other income.

2) Pay PARSEC bills from the PARSEC account.

3) Keep PARSEC financial records in good order and liaison with the bank.

Duties which can be delegated:

1) Give a financial report at each meeting excepting the picnic and the Christmas 
party.

The SECRETARY shall:

1) Take minutes of monthly PARSEC meetings excepting the picnic and the 
Christmas party and submit them to the following month’s SIGMA.

2) Ensure the currency and completeness of the Operating Instructions for Officers, 
and submit them so as to appear in each September SIGMA.

Duties which can be delegated:

1) Write an impressionistic account of Confluence, the picnic and the Christmas 
party and submit these to the following month’s SIGMA.

The COMMENTATOR shall:

1) Respond to information queries and process other correspondence.

2) Comment on PARSEC affairs in SIGMA as the spirit moves him or her. 



Elemental Haiku

     Parsec is blessed with not one but two poet laureates (well, that’s how I rate them), Timons Esaias and Mary Soon Lee.  Mary may have managed to win her own 
small immortality by recently assigning haiku to each of the elements.  Known appropriately enough as “Elemental Haiku,” they have primarily turned up in Science 
Magazine.  She read six at our odd little August meeting, slipped in between Confluence and the picnic, but there is quite a lot of charm to enjoy in these, so I’m picking 
out for you some favorites of my own.  Prepare to be amused, educated, and perhaps even delighted and surprised.

Save for wishing that “blood” could have been slipped into “Iron,” I have no particular criticism of any of these.  They strangely remind me of the “centuries” composed 
by Nostradamus.  Try prophecy, Mary, it can’t hurt.

Bill Hall

Here’s the link to the webpage with Elemental Haiku: http://vis.sciencemag.org/chemhaiku/
The periodic table is interactive. 

Click on an element to see the corresponding haiku.

http://vis.sciencemag.org/chemhaiku/ 


Confluence 2017 Pictures
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