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President’s 
Column

A couple peeves to pet.

There are baby-boomers, millennials, gen-x’ers, gen-y’ers (I suppose redundant for 
millennial),  xennials??, gen z’ers (for some reason beyond the bounds of imagination), lost 
geners, raucous rockers and rollers, great geners, bobby-soxers and, silent geners. 
All in the name of the American politico-mercantile notion, both exhausting and 
disingenuous, of cutting corners to fit peg to whole to help us in our quotidian 
consumptions. Bolstered by a sociological opinion that people are shaped socially 
through lived experience.
 
My problem is at my retiring age, squared up peg that I is, I span a whole bunch 
of generation and have been strongly influenced by my familial antecedents. Puts 
me nowhere on the board and at no particular time.  An apparent fossilized fuddy-
duddy in an age of flowering flibbertigibbets. I might as well be from Proxima 
Centauri. No generation owns me and I own up to no particular formation.
 
Except, of course, for Science Fiction.
Ahh, you say.
 
Now, I am here to tell you I haven’t figured it out. But like “Bull Dog Drummond 
I am searchin’ every which-a-way.” And I’m here to tell you when I relate to folk 
out in the real adult world, where business is serious business, that my interest in 
science fiction is devotion as real and as related as gazing into the culminate night 
sky, I can feel them shaking their collective inner heads. 
 

Part of my problem is movies.
 
Since 1977 SF is reckoned to be entertainment. You can’t find many webcasts that 
aren’t about the latest effects fest on view at the cineplex. SF is viewed on a large 
screen, in a frigid cold theater with the experiential sensurrender volume cranked 
to 21, Nigel. There are no more whispers. As the SFX become more and more 
intricate, and the scripts are written by authors with only a Hollywood vestigial 
understanding of SF, (Sure, the producers go to great trouble to find advisors who 
can vouch for the scientific accuracy and once in a while pay attention to them, 
but I would like to point out scientific advisors are not, for the most part, science 
fiction writers) and the fans choose, demand, to live the surface of the story not 
dive for the divedend, it is more and more difficult to find a personal place for 
exploration.
 
To be clear. I love movies. I love TV. I love special effects. I love comic books and 
on occasion will refer to them as Graphic Novels. I will be the first to step on the 
holodeck. I am furthered by the internet. But it is time for some contemplation.
It is time for this rapid explosive movement which confuses and exhilarates us to 
gain some direction and idea.

WINNERS OF THE 2017 PARSEC SCIENCE FICTION, FANTASY,

AND HORROR SHORT STORY CONTEST

1st Place – “Fluffy” by Yang-Yang Wang, from Snohomish, WA.
2nd Place – “Shades of Home” by Victor Cypert, from Jack,sonville, Alabama. 
3rd Place – “Breaking” by Maya Chhabra (former Alpha student), from New 
York, NY.

Congratulations to all three authors! 
Thanks to our terrific First Readers - Lynn Hawker, and Ann Haas.
Special thanks to our very special judges - Joshua Bellin, Michelle Markey-
Butler, and Thomas Sweterlitsch.
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June  2017 Minutes

  Uncertainty was in the air as the meeting slowly gathered.  Why were there almost no 
people?  Had a Fort Weyr event (based on the Anne McCaffrey fandom) called everyone 
away?  Was former President Kevin Geiselman still getting billed for website hosting 
which Parsec doesn’t even use anymore?  Even President Joe’s shirt hedged its bets, 
with a cartoon of Einstein’s face on its front and one of the back of Einstein’s head on 
its back.

     We went through a circle of introductions, with a newcomer named Sandra.  Along 
with (the usual) acceptances and publications, Mary Soon Lee has gotten an agent.  
I wound up winning the raffle for the second moth in a row, but since I had already 
bought the prize, a copy of speaker Alison Conte’s novel “Beyond Norma,” I picked up 
two Katherine Neville paperbacks being offered, and Joe’s wife Kate won the second 
drawing.

     Conte talked to us about the experience of writing her book, self-published thanks 
to Amazon’s CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform after she had tried two 
dozen agents.  She was long fascinated by fiction in a near-future setting, as well as the 
idea of an “enclave of geniuses.”  Trying to extrapolate a world of 2045 (Sandra brought 
up Michio Kaku’s The World In 2050), she imagined Abelard College, established by 
the “Souls of Mary,” for “neuro-atypical” teens, many of whom can communicate 
telepathically.  However, with enrollment declining, the college and the community it 
has created is in jeopardy.

     Conte had a variety of inspirations, such as Zenna Henderson’s “The People,” and 
came up with future devices such as a “tripad.”  She is already at work on the second of 
a possible trilogy.     

The headcount reached 15.
Secretary Bill Hall   

 I decided to go buy an advance ticket to the 3-D debut of Wonder Woman at my neighborhood 
theater, the Manor.  Then I went down the avenue but got stopped by the ticket seller.  This was 
quite a feat, as she was a short woman and my tall legs had already briskly covered two blocks, 
yet she had abandoned her post and gone to all this trouble to explain to me that she had sold 
me the wrong ticket.  Of course, we hurried back and got it right, and I felt moved to tell her 
“You’re pretty Wonderful.”  I hope she understood I meant that with a capital W.
     This turned out to be highly appropriate, as a reminder that something can be deemed 
wonderful even after much has gone wrong.  Wonder Woman has big deep flaws.  It has the 
kind of annoying free-floating grayness that seems to now be de rigeur for many action movies 
and it rarely feels well-lit.  It takes Princess Diana over an hour to spring into fully costumed 
action.  Villains have weird unexplained quirks which would probably take a director’s cut to 
address, if I cared enough.  Those same villains are stuck merely ranting and raging rather than 
making any truly interesting, persuasive, seductive cases, while our heroes must sometimes 
echo platitudes.  A lot of this underperforms and yet still this movie remains Wonderful.
     Wonder Woman is the best superhero movie I’ve ever seen.  I say that recalling full well 
the gripping drama and joy of 2002’s Spider-Man, or even Christopher Reeve’s signature 1978 
portrayal of Superman.  If superhero movies there must be, then this is the new standard, 
because at long bloody last a superhero, particularly one presuming to intersect both mythology 
and history, does what I’ve always wanted one to do: to tackle a key issue, with all the open 
symbolism that comes with charting a new myth.  Here Diana contends against War itself.
     “Inspired” is a word so overexploited these days that I loathe using it, and yet it fits.  Setting 
Wonder Woman against World War One is truly inspired, as we get a heartbreaking mix of 
chivalrous spirit and mechanized slaughter.  When Diana joins a team of men in battle, then 
rises up to dare to cross No Man’s Land alone, that is a motivational moment for the ages.
     It is no secret by now that Gal Gadot owns this role, she walks away with it, not just with grit 
but with charm and cheer.  When she tastes her first ice cream, she enthuses to the vendor “You 
should be very proud!”  She is ably assisted by Chris Pine, who embodies a can-do heroism 
hearkening back to Milton Caniff’s cartoon hero Steve Canyon.  The Rupert Gregson-Williams 
musical score for this is utterly badass.  There are scenes, moments, and snippets of dialogue so 
transcendent that you forget all about this being some cartoon as it achieves true drama.
     Twice Diana gets told “They don’t deserve you.”  I agree.  DC is grooming her for some big 
Justice League movie.  I say, forget that.  Instead, go to YouTube, find one Sebastian Hughes, 
and play his “Wonder Woman 2017 (1975 Theme Music),” 93 seconds recapturing the shameless 
exuberance of the old TV show while eerily matching it to the liberating power of this movie. 
After having done that, all I want anymore between WWI and our present day is Wonder Woman: 
The Backfiles.  Make those movies, and I will even double-check my tickets.

Bill Hall

Waiting for Gadot: Wonder Woman
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Squirrel Hill Branch of the Carnegie Library
Room B - Next to the Rear Entrance

1:30 - 4:30 PM
Come in and introduce yourself

The room is open at noon.

Saturday, July 8, 2017

Parsec Meeting Schedule

A Social Meeting
Feel free to move about the room.

Have a conversation about Science Fiction
Fantasy, Horror, Speculation

Learn about the four divisions of Parsec
Parsec Meetings - Confluence - Alpha - Parsec Ink



 Photos - Parsec Meeting June 2017
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Brief Bio - Eric Leif Davin

Helen Weinbaum (Kasson) (? -?):  She was the sister of Stanley G. 
Weinbaum, perhaps the best of the early science fiction writers.  Her 
famous brother’s incipient career was cut short by cancer in 1935.  

Helen debuted with “Tidal Moon,” in Thrilling Wonder Stories, 
December, 1938.  It was supposedly the completion of a story begun 
by her brother.  The story was accompanied by her photo, which 

portrayed a middle-aged woman, and 
the editorial note that she “contributes 
mystery fiction for our companion 
magazines.”  

However, Margaret Weinbaum, Stanley 
Weinbaum’s widow, told me that 
this “collaboration” was a complete 
fabrication.  Margaret typed all of her 
husband’s hand-written stories and 
possessed the original manuscripts and 
said there is nothing about this story 
that came from Stanley Weinbaum.  The 
claim thus embittered the rest of the 
family toward Helen, as they felt she 
was exploiting her brother’s fame and 
popularity.  

Be that as it may, Helen went on to publish 

six more solo science fiction stories between 1938-41, all of which were as good as 
the norm for genre fare at that time.  She also published fantasy stories in Weird 
Tales between 1940-45 under her married name of Helen W. Kasson.

Elma Wentz  (? -?):  In 1934 Robert A. Heinlein was a campaign worker for ex-
Socialist Upton Sinclair in his run for the governorship of California.  Sinclair had 
formed an organization known as EPIC (End Poverty in California), which drew in 
many idealistic dissidents like Heinlein.  Surprisingly, Sinclair won the Democratic 
primary to become the Democratic Party’s candidate for governor.  The Republicans 
and the corporations stopped at nothing to beat Sinclair.  This included voter 
fraud, as, although officially defeated, Sinclair probably won the election.

Subsequently, EPIC continued for a short time as a “party within the party,” putting 
up candidates for various offices in Democratic primaries.   In 1936 Heinlein was 
one such EPIC candidate for Congress.  While working for EPIC, Heinlein became 
acquainted with Elma Wentz, the wife of a fellow EPIC worker.  They shared an 
interest in science fiction and the eventual result of that interest was a collaboration 
on the story, “Beyond Doubt,” published in Astonishing Stories in 1941.  By this time 
Heinlein was an ascendant star in the science fiction firmament and he chose to 
hide his collaboration with Wentz behind the pseudonym, “Lyle Monroe.”  Heinlein 
worked hard (and for the most part successfully) at concealing his EPIC past and 
any associations with it, and so nothing more is known of Elma Wentz.
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Sheraton PittSburgh airPort hotel

www.confluence-sff.org
Confluence is . . .

 vPanels vReadings vMusic Concerts vWriting exercises vDealers Room vScience Presentations 
vWriting Workshops vFilk vLiterary Beer Author Discussions vArt Show

vBeer Tasting vCon Suite vKaffeeklatsches vArt Demos 
vCosplay and More!v

Confluence is Pittsburgh’s longest running literary conference with a focus on science fiction, 
fantasy and horror. Confluence is host to many award-winning authors, editors, artists and 

song-writers who gather for three full days and hold panel discussions, concerts and talks.
Confluence is a unique opportunity for attendees to meet and personally chat with the writers 
and artists who create the SF/F/H culture today, and are shaping the movement of  science 
fiction and fantasy in the future.

Sharon Lee and Steve Miller
Guests of Honor: 

Award-winning authors of the Liaden Universe®

 Featured Music Guest: 

Consortium of Genius
Evil Science Guests:

Program Participants include but are not limited to: Danielle Ackley-McPhail, J.D. Barker, Eric Beebe, Ken Chiacchia, Lawrence C. Connolly, 
Timons Esaias, Susan Hanniford Crowley, Eric Davin, Susan Dexter, Chet Gottfried, J.L. Gribble, Elektra Hammond, Walter Hunt, Alan Irvine, Al Katerinsky, 
Herb Kauderer, Bill Keith, Brian Koscienski, Jamie Lackey, Mary Soon Lee, Barton Levenson, Tim Liebe, Brea Ludwigson, Mike McPhail, Christie Meierz, 
Heidi Ruby Miller, Jason Jack Miller, Charles Oberndorf, Andi O’Connor, Christopher Pisano, A.M. Rycroft, Darrell Schweitzer, Lucy Snyder, Bud Sparhawk, 
John Alfred Taylor, Lawrence Watt-Evans, Christopher Weuve, Jeff Young, The Blibbering Humdingers, Cheshire Moon, Lauren Cox, Egomyth, Harold Feld, 
Zoe Gray, Marc Grossman, Judi Miller, and Tianna and the Cliffhangers.

Visit Confluence on Social Media
Twitter:  @confluenceSFF 

Our FB page: facebook.com/confluencesff
Our FB group: facebook.com/groups/confluencesff 

ConfluenCe, PO BOx 3681, Pgh, PA  15230-3681 
Confluence is presented by PARSEC, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

www.parsec-sff.org

New Cosplay/Costume Contest at Confluence 2017!

Our contest is open to any and all interested in dressing as your favorite … 
whatever. Or coming up with something new. Categories and rules will be 
announced as finalized. We expect to get a judge or two experienced in Cosplay 
Costumes as well as those who are official “Costumers”. 

Prizes will be awarded and photos are encouraged! We intend to have fun. Join 
us!

From Furry

To not-so furry

To not furry at all
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