
“Clowns to the left of me, jokers
to the right, here I am, stuck in the
middle…”

– Stealers Wheel

Stephen Hawking and a surpris-
ing bunch of physicists proclaim,
“Philosophy is dead.” They really

should know better. The Greek word, ὕβρις, hubris,
which means excessive pride, and warning to beware,
comes to mind.

I understand the position. “Philosophical ideas,”
they say, “no longer have any impact on their work.”
Observations and the theories based on powerful in-
struments and mathematical work have, at last, passed
out of the messy realm of metaphysics. Some think
and boldly state we are close to knowing all there is
to know.

In light of that comforting notion, I’m going to
relax my mind, sit back, watch the ball game, content
we have reached satori.  Munching a fried chicken leg
and swallowing some iced cold beer. Speculations be
damned.

If philosophy is fallen can science fiction be far
behind? Is science fiction a bunch of hooey in light
of the amazing discoveries of the modern physical
universe?

One of the definitive ideas about science fiction
from the beginning of the genre was that the what-if
produced by fiction would run in lock step with the
revealed facts of science. “Extravagant Fiction Today
… Cold Fact Tomorrow” claimed the masthead of
Hugo Gernsback’s April 1926, Volume One, Number
One, Amazing Stories. Is SF now out of step with
physical science? Or is in the lead?

Seems to me the physical science theories based on
observation and steeped in conjecture are in as much
a mess as they have always been. Else the ideas,
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which are all concerned with the wonder and nature
of the universe, wouldn’t be interesting at all. I’m not
saying don’t pursue and reveal the mystery. Have at
it! I am saying that the mystery exists and striving to
grapple with it is what keeps us alive. What you
dream is as much a foundation of reality as is what
you observe.

I have nothing but admiration for  those who fol-
low the discipline of science. I get the same frisson
when I am reading a scientific document or a science
fiction work or a treatise of philosophy. But the sci-
ence fiction I know and love has no icon it will not
torture. Science included. Fiction, too.

Once those devoted to the humanities managed to
keep science in the shadow. Has science, with the
force of dizzying technological change, now tipped
the scales? Placing what are our inner reaches in the
shadow of outer space?

Does that now leave science fiction to keep the bal-
ance? The sciences purport to have the skinny on re-
ality when in truth it is a reality based on observation
which refines the theory and names it reality. In short,
they are science fiction. The humanities are based on
impossible to define intuitions that lead us to new
thought, innovation and invention. In short, they are
science fiction.

It’s science fiction all the way down.
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Monday after the Con, in Greensburg.)
Three flights are coming in the Thursday before

the Con.  We could use help greeting them.  (As of
this late writing they may be covered, but cars can
break down, so we could use backup plans, just in
case.)  Confluence is of course July 24-26 at the
Cranberry Doubletree and our picnic is August 29 in
Dormont Park.  Before all that, the ConComm holds
a meeting at noon just before the July meeting in our
usual place, so the curious among us can come early.
Next meeting will be Bill Watt talking about SF and
Westerns.  Kira continues to sell T-shirts and there
are 4 Partners in K’Rhyme CDs left.  Barb Carlson

needs webpage help,
Joe could use help set-
ting up for meetings.
Due largely to one man
plunking down $20 for
30 tickets (and win-
ning, of course, Best
Dark Fantasy and Hor-
ror 2010) our raffle
netted $55.

All right, so I’ve
been putting off the ac-
tual meeting.  Here’s
what happened.  Joe
had said we would get
to talk about what we

love.  In my case, I took that as a license to go dig-
ging through books I had left nearly buried and
newly appreciating them.  So for that, thank you, Joe.
Then Joe kicked off with a quote from Sherlock
Holmes, about how proud he is of his ignorance of
Copernicus.  From there he wondered: what makes
something science fiction?  Is there a particular way
to read it?  (Samuel Delany claimed many people
can’t read SF.)  What is the difference between SF
and fantasy?  What are subgenres?

I sensed a nod to our own Eric Davin when he
wondered if SF began with Lucius of Samostrata or
Hugo Gernsback’s first issue of Amazing Stories.
Then Joe owned up to his mission: to try to reach
some definition of SF, and to try to think of SF as if
we were compiling a class about it to be taught.  Be-
yond that point, the meeting felt for me like a wan-
dering series of suggestions with no overarching

This was meant to be one unusually intriguing
meeting.  President Joe put a lot into it.  He set up
two microphones to pick up pretty much anything
anyone in the audience said.  He also plunked down
$30 towards our being able to bring snacks.  (Evi-
dently a genuine lunch would have cost even more.)
I brought cupcakes.

The first bit of pre-meeting chatter touched upon
the curious case of Steven V. Ramey.  Though Tri-
angulation is now Jamie Lackey’s proverbial baby,
the Steel Cities issue still under Steve’s care contin-
ues to drift ever further afield from its originally as-
signed space-time continuum.  I sent Steve a note
saying that Atlas never
really shrugs – but
Atlas does delegate his
workload.  I do hope
the meaning was not
too cryptic.  Mean-
while, we’re trying to
drum up Triangulation
funds via Indiegogo.

Our writers march
onward.  Mary Soon
Lee has a book out
called Crowned.  Eric
Leif Davin made it into
Baen’s Year’s Best
Military SF and Space
Opera, and we can vote on his “Icarus at Noon,”
which he once read to us, in a poll at Galaxy’s Edge.
David Morrell, notable for creating the character of
Rambo (plus some conspiratorial thrillers), is a stu-
dent of our Phil Klass (William Tenn) and dedicated
a book to him.  Our short story contest has attracted
189 entries, of which eight (as of the meeting) looked
good.

At CMU on Saturday, August 1, just a week after
our Con, is a workshop and lecture of the Young
Adult Lecture series.  The 11 AM-1 PM workshop in
Danforth Lounge, Cohen University Center, will be
run by Geoffrey A. Landis and Mary Turzillo, and
fantasy authors Delia Sherman and Ellen Kushner
hold the 2 PM-3 PM lecture in 2315 Doherty Hall.
Our primary requirement is BODIES IN SEATS.  So
consider being one.  (Also talk to Diane Turnshek
about seeing the great Tamora Pierce on July 27, the

Monthly Meeting Minutes
by William Blake Hall, Secretary - June 13, 2015
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ing baited and switched, following hard SF and then
being told, no, it was really fantasy all along.  Sud-
denly someone – the $20 raffle ticket monopolizer,
no less – forcefully objected to that, basically saying
that never happens, you sit down to speculative fiction
and you’ve already bought into it.  Move along, folks,
Bill Hall’s point was meaningless and useless, tut-tut,
move along.

(Not at all a spontaneous person, I nonetheless
somehow rallied, saying it happens all the time in

movies – and that was when Rick spoke up again and
mentioned Event Horizon.  Yes!  The movie’s very
title promises hard science, yet in the end it is nearly
as fantastical as Disney’s The Black Hole.  Thank
you, Rick!)

I think it is somewhat to our collective chagrin that
only as the discussion wound down did someone
bother to wonder what would constitute a decent con-
clusion to our SF course.  Were we to write an essay?
To pass some test?  Joe Newcomer offered that course
might simply be about properly recognizing and iden-
tifying SF.

We wrapped up with early influences.  For Eric
Davin, Barsoom.  For President Joe, a children’s book
about a Mushroom Planet.  Me, The Creature From
the Black Lagoon.  Jennifer noted Asimov’s Founda-
tion Trilogy.

That was pretty much it.  President Joe admitted it
was an experiment.  For my part, I came away newly
convinced that we are not lexicographers.  But all the
dug-up books I never got to mention my love of
awaited me back home, and in there lay a kind of re-
venge, because it inspired in me the topic “Beyond A
to Z: How Do You Disorganize Your Speculative Fic-
tion Library?”  That’ll be the August meeting.

theme, so, folks, I’m just going to try to tell what I
can.

One new fellow named Rick noted SF’s impact on
science, on how SF imagines something and then sci-
ence (or perhaps really technology) tries to match it.
Jennifer (who I’m afraid I may always think of as
That Popsicle Man Cartoonist) took SF the other way,
as an extrapolation of the possible.  (I found myself
blurting out something about how people might turn
on to SF – one of Joe’s objectives – through specific
tropes: time travel, AI, etc.)  Joe Newcomer spoke to
the impact of ideas on society.

Then we heard from Eric Davin and Mary Soon
Lee, Mary pointing out that it’s not all about predic-
tion, Eric arguing that Sf can be anywhere and “any-
when,” not bound to any one time-place coordinate,
and as such is a kind of “omni-genre.”

Someone spoke to it having a sense of fun and
wonder, but Chris Ferrier tied it back to the sciences,
even the “soft” ones like sociology or ecology.  Rick
spoke up again and noted the seminal SF question
“What if?”  From here comments ran further afield.
One spoke to the use of language in SF, as in Brad-
bury.  Bonnie Bogovich described herself as a Trekkie
and mentioned her interest in speculative new tech-
nologies.  Bill Watt, protesting that he didn’t want us
to burn him at a stake or some such thing (we don’t
really do that, Bill) mentioned his love of Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea.

Someone mentioned that fantasy, as opposed to SF,
tends to be unexplained, from out of a lost romantic
parallel past.  Someone else noted that zombies can
be from spells or supergerms, or that eleves can be
aliens.  (I believe Mary Soon Lee even mentioned
how Star Wars begins “Long, long ago ... “) Joe New-
comer then mentioned something called “The Time
Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England,” and Eric
Davin brought up the question of whether alternative
history is SF.

Mary pursued her earlier point, suggesting that fan-
tasy is past and SF tends to be future.  It was also
noted that Harlan Ellison insisted on being known as
a “speculative fiction” writer, but it may well have
been Heinlein back in 1948 who coined the phrase.
Round about here is when Joe Newcomer suggested
that most high fantasy is simply bad writing.

(About here is when I think President Joe gamely
offered “What difference does it make?” when it
comes to SF or fantasy.  I offered that I don’t like feel-



3.) Mike Allen is the author of Unseaming, a 2014
Shirley Jackson Award finalist for best story collec-
tion, and editor and publisher of the magazine Mythic
Delirium and the critically-acclaimed anthologyseries
Clockwork Phoenix. His horror tale "The Button Bin"
was a Nebula Award fi-
nalist for best short story.
He lives in Roanoke, VA,
with his wife and creative
partner Anita, two loqua-
cious cats and a comical
dog. You can follow his
exploits as an editor at
mythicdelirium.com, as a
writer at descentinto-
light.com and as both on
Twitter at @mythicdelir-
ium.

1st place - "An Occurrence at Owlskirk" by Paul
Dixon (Seattle, Washington)

2nd place - "The Eastside Wasteland has a Winning
Team" by Les Abernathy (Montgomery, Alabama)

3rd place - "Voices from Antiquity" by Elizabeth
Spencer (Corvallis, Oregon)

Judges:

1.) Gregory Feeley writes science fiction and about
science fiction.  His first novel, The Oxygen Barons,

was nominated for the
Philip K. Dick Award.
His stories have been fi-
nalists for the Nebula
Award and published in
various Year’s Best an-
thologies, and his essays
and reviews have ap-
peared in a variety of
publications, including
The Atlantic Monthly,
the New York Times

Magazine, the Washington Post Book World, and
USA Today.  His most recent novel is Kentauros.

2.) By day, J. L. Gribble is a professional medical ed-
itor. By night, she does freelance fiction editing in all
genres, along with reading, playing video games, and
occasionally even writing. Her debut novel, Steel Vic-
tory, was her thesis novel
for Seton Hill Univer-
sity's Writing Popular
Fiction graduate program
in Greensburg, Pennsyl-
vania. Previously, she
was one of the co-editors
for Far Worlds, a specu-
lative fiction anthology.
She lives in Ellicott City,
Maryland, with her hus-
band and three vocal
Siamese cats. Find her online (www.jlgribble.com),
on Facebook (www.facebook.com/jlgribblewriter),
and on Twitter and Instagram (@hannaedits). She is
currently working on more tales set in the world of
Limani.
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2015 Parsec Short Story Contest Winners

Confluence Poetry Workshop
Confluence 2015 (July 24-26 in Pittsburgh) will
feature a speculative poetry workshop. Submit an
SF or fantasy composition (up to 100 lines) and im-
prove it with the assistance of published poets in-
cluding:

Timons Esaias
Herb Kauderer
Geoff Landis
Mary Soon Lee
Mary Turzillo

The workshop will also provide advice on finding
markets, and an opportunity to read your work to a
small circle of other poets.

Registration is limited to 12 participants, so register
early by writing to conprogram@parsec-sff.org.
Please include POETRY WORKSHOP in the sub-
ject line.

Jeff Mierzejewski
Program Chair, Confluence



Summer Reading
brief reviews

by Mary Soon Lee

A Shadow in Summer by Daniel Abraham
I found this an original, engrossing, well-written,

atmospheric fantasy, at times rising to excellence.
The concept of the andat was entirely fresh to me. Of
the four point-of-view characters, Otah was my clear
favorite. The book is the first in the author's "Long
Price Quartet," and I look forward to reading more of
the quartet in the future. 4 out of 5 stars.

Luck in the Shadows by Lynn Flewelling
I was in search of a page-turning, pleasurable fan-

tasy novel, and Luck in the Shadows was exactly what
I'd hoped for. Though I could offer criticisms, they
would be mean-spirited, as I was entirely caught up
by the main characters and their adventures. I note,
however, that the book did take a little while to hook
me. Once hooked, I was a very happy victim. The
book is the first in the Nightrunner series, and I plan
to begin the second book in the series tomorrow. 4
out of 5 stars.

Stalking Darkness by Lynn Flewelling
After finishing the first book in the Nightrunner

series, it was hard to wait the twenty-four hours for
Amazon to deliver the second book in the series
(which I had ordered partway through reading book
one). When Stalking Darkness arrived, it proved to
be another page-turning, addictive read. I love the
two main characters, Alec and Seregil. And, yes, the
Nightrunner books do have a rather generic fantasy
setting, but it is time to confess in public that I like
generic fantasy settings, brave heroes, and desperate
battles against evil. I enjoyed this book very much. 4
out of 5 stars.

The Three-Body Problem by Cixin Liu, trans-
lated by Ken Liu

"The Three-Body Problem" is a science fiction
novel on this year's Hugo ballot. I very much liked
the different perspective created by the Chinese set-
ting, which encompassed China during the Cultural
Revolution as well as present-day China. I liked the
originality of the ideas, some of which reminded me
of Philip K. Dick, and I was particularly struck by
two of these ideas: firstly, the countdown (details
omitted to avoid spoilers), and, secondly, the idea of
a computer created by the movements of thirty mil-
lion soldiers. That said, I found the book rather dry,

and none of the characters moved me deeply. 3 out
of 5 stars.
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Bigfoot: The Movie
reviewed by John Frochio

Maybe some of yinz guys have already heard about
this movie, since there is a big local promotion going
on right now around the Pittsburgh area.  If not, let
me tell you a little something about it.
First of all, in the spirit of full disclosure, I am good

friends with the director Jared Show and several of
the cast members.  Most of the filming was done in
and around my home town, Ellwood City, where they
grew up.  I even have a cameo in a crowd scene at a
funeral.  You can barely spot me.
However, despite my clear bias, after watching the

film in a packed local theater on its opening weekend,
I was unexpectedly impressed.  The quality of the
filming was very good, the scenes were well done and
the acting was quite good for the most part.  You im-
mediately know you're in for a wild ride right from
the opening scene with three guys head-banging to
Donnie Iris's "Love is Like a Rock" in a jacked-up
truck speeding down a country road late at night.
A comedy/horror movie in the tradition of the

Scary Movie series and Attack of the Killer Tomatoes,
the movie is about how three regular guys save a
small town from Bigfoot.  There are a lot of rapid fire,
laugh-out-loud scenes and crude, redneck humor.
There are a lot of guns and beer.  It is immersed in
Pittsburgh yinzer in its language and cultural refer-
ences from beginning to end.  I can easily see this be-
coming a cult classic in Western Pennsylvania, but a
lot of the references might be lost outside of the re-
gion.  It currently has a limited run at local theaters,
but they are planning for a more widespread release
later this year. 
The film has two local celebrities in starring roles,

Curt Wootton (Pittsburgh Dad) and Joanie Dodds
(America's Next Top Model & DIY Network Star).
There are also a few local celebrities in smaller roles,
such as Jim Krenn, Mike Wysocki, Bill Crawford and
Darieth Chisholm.  Over all, the movie is absorbing
and a lot of fun.  I highly recommend it, especially to
all the yinzers 'n 'at out there. 
For more info, check out their website,

http://www.bigfootthemovie.com/ and their Facebook
page, Bigfoot: The Movie.
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Confluence 2015
This July 24-26th, Confluence is pleased to pres-

ent our Guest of Honor, Dr. Joan L. Slonczewski,
Professor of Microbiology at Kenyon College. She
has twice won the John Campbell Memorial Award
for Best Science Fiction Novel, for A Door into
Ocean, and more recently for The Highest Frontier.

Our featured Filk Guest is Brooke Abbey, who
plays banjo and banjola, and my spell checker is
telling me there is now such thing. Google says
there is, and it must be right if the internet says so. 

This year we also have a Special Guest, Roberta
Rogow, who is a filker and the author of the Dodg-
son/Doyle mystery series, whose protagonists are
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Charles Dodgson
(Lewis Carroll).

Along with these talented guests, we will have
many other authors, filkers, publishers, and artists.
In the science track, I have assurances that CMU
professors Tom Mitchell (he reads minds with an
fMRI) and Matt Mason (robots!) will be attending.
There will be the Art Show and dealers, of course.
The video room program theme is Seven Degrees of
Kevin Bacon, and I didn't know that Gary Oldman
starred beside John Cleese.

I have no idea how we manage to fit all this into
one weekend, but you should all pre-register and at-
tend! You can find more information and register at
http://www.parsec-sff.org/confluence. I hope to see
you all there!

– Greg Armstrong, for the Confluence Committee

PARSEC
P. O. Box 3681

Pittsburgh, PA  15230 - 3681
www.parsec-sff.org

Dues:  Full Membership $15
Associate Membership $3 (with
full member in the same house-

hold)

Brief Bios
Katherine MacLean, Rachel Maddux, &

Dorothy Madle
by Eric Leif Davin

Katherine (Anne) MacLean (1925-    ): Born in
Glen Ridge, NJ, MacLean received a B.A. in Eco-
nomics from Barnard College, Columbia University,
in 1950.  She was discovered in 1949 by John W.
Campbell.  Her career as a short story writer quickly
blossomed in the 1950s.  In 1971 she won the Nebula
Award for her short story, "The Missing Man," later
expanded into a 1975 novel.  Her first novel, Cosmic
Checkmate (1962), co-authored with Charles de Vet,
was also an expansion of a prior short story ("Second
Game," 1958).  

She worked as a laboratory assistant (1944-45), a
food manufacturing technician (1945-46), and a tech-
nician in New York's Memorial and Knickerbocker
Hospitals (1954-56).  Not surprisingly, medical back-
grounds figure prominently in many of her stories,
from "Contagion" (1950), in the debut issue of
Galaxy, to her novel Dark Wing (1979).  The latter,
co-authored with Carl West, her third husband, por-
trays a society in which medicine has been outlawed.
Much of her work also centers around ethical ques-
tions involving medical experimentation and scien-
tific "progress."  

She helped organize the Free University of Port-
land (Maine) and taught writing in the English De-
partments of the University of Connecticut and the
University of Maine.  From 1951-53 she was married
to fellow science fiction writer Charles Dye (1927-
1955).  From 1956-62 she was married to sword and
sorcery author David Mason (1924-1974), with whom
she had a son.  She presently resides in Maine, where
she continues to write.  
Rachel Maddux (Baker) (1912-1983): Maddux

was born in Wichita, Kansas, and graduated from the
University of Kansas.  She began writing in the
1930s, debuting with "Turnip's Blood" in Story Mag-
azine, December, 1936.  Her 1957 lost world novel,
The Green Kingdom (reprinted 1993), centered on the
interrelations of five strangers trapped in an unknown
landscape.  
Dorothy (Haynes) Madle (?-?): In addition to her

science fiction, she also published fantasy poetry in
Weird Tales, 1946.



So this is the deal.  I considered leav-
ing this page blank to make a point.
For the print edition, double-sided
printing requires an even number of
pages.  Up until now I’ve trolled the
world wide interweb for random public
domain images (see below) to fill any
empty space necessary to get to 8 or 10
pages.  Well not this time.  This time
I’m pointing the finger at you, the mem-
bers of Parsec.  Send me reviews.  Send
me artwork.  Send me something.
We’ve got a great crew of regular con-

tributors but let’s spread the wealth.  Between the print and email
versions of Sigma, we reach hundreds of readers hungry for your wis-
dom and creativity.  Feed them!
So you ask, why this particular image?  Well, yes it’s got a guy point-

ing his finger at Parsec but actually....
Well, I live in Rensselaer County, NY.  The county seat is Troy.

(Historians among you will see where this is going.)  During the war
of 1812, a Troy meat packer by the name of Samuel Wilson, provided
rations for US soldiers.  His cans came with governement certifica-
tion and since they differed from their competitors in that they usually
didn’t give you intense gastric distress they began to be referred to
by the troops with the friendly sounding nickname Uncle Sam’s.  The
rest is history....
Ok, now you have an example of the pointless non-sequitors you

can continue to expect if you don’t start sending submissions to
sigma@parsec-sff.org.                                – Editor Davey
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Monthly Meetings
July

Featured Speaker for July,11 2015 – Time 1:30 PM
at the Squirrel Hill Branch of the Carnegie Library:

Bill Watt
“Westerns and Science Fiction”

A purely subjective, unapologetic, discussion/dia-
tribe on “The Good, the Bad and the Really Bad” in

western/science fiction
books, movies and televi-
sion.
Bill Watt has been a

writer for most of his life
and has written and had
published, numerous ar-
ticles in “Sirens of the
Cinema” magazine on
the subject of “Women in
Motion Pictures.”  He

has designed and taught courses on “Humor in the
Workplace: De-stressing on the Job,” and “Why Sher-
lock Holmes: The Relevance of Sherlock Holmes in
the Twentieth Century,” among others.

Special Note:
Prior to the meeting, at 12:30 PM there will be the

final ComCon meeting before Confluence which runs
from Friday, July 24, 2015 to Sunday, July 26, 2015.
For everyone who is interested in the planning and

happenings at Confluence, this is a must attend. Hope
to see you all there.

August
Featured Speaker for August 8, 2015 – Time 1:30

pm
William Blake Hall

“Beyond A to Z: How Do You Disorganize Your
Science Fiction Library?”

Bill Hall has been a Parsec member for a quarter
century. He is presently the Secretary of the Parsec
Meeting Committee and has been contributing movie
and book reviews and the minutes of our meetings to
Sigma since around 1990.

(Note:   This program or event is neither sponsored
or endorsed by Carnegie Lbrary of Pittsburgh.

Parsec
Board of Directors:

Joe Coluccio - President (Programming Commit-
tee Representative)
Barbara Carlson - Vice President (Publishing
Committee Representative)
Lara Van Winkle - Secretary/Treasurer (Confer-
ence Committee Representative)
Thomas Seay - (Workshop Committee Repre-
sentative)
Chris Rickert - Member at Large
Bonnie Bogovich - Member at Large
David Brody - Member at Large

Officers:
Joe Coluccio - President
Kevin Hayes - Vice President
William Blake Hall - Secretary
Heidi Pilewski - Treasurer
Francis Graham - Commentator

Sigma is edited by David Brody
Submissions to Sigma can be sent to

sigma@parsec-sff.org


