
I’m not a person who pledges
much in the way of resolutions for
the new year. The only good thing
about committing to some discipline
or regimen to make us healthy to the
tips of our toes, or wealthy as Croe-
sus’ creases, or as wise as today’s

political pundits, who seem to know everything, is the
extreme pleasure that is derived when you realize that
you have no intention of following the course you set
at the zenith of the old year.

I admit it is a grand time to think about and to
talk about renewal. Did I mention it is a new year?
Can we wash away the cruft and error of the old year?
We can only take some time to reflect and begin to
make adjustments. We live in a continuum. Time’s
arrow moves in one direction. Worse yet, things
change. You can’t take back the stupid act that either
embarrassed you or sent you to prison. The French
say, “plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose.” The
more it changes, the more it’s the same thing. While
the phrase is a fantastic desperate view to espouse, I
don’t believe it is even close to the truth.

Science Fiction more than any other literature
is invested in change. Dynamic change is what makes
SF so dangerous. What makes SF so hard for many
people to read and to follow. What makes SF so hard
for many people to create and write.

I have entered the eighth decade of my life.
At times, I feel like Frodo and Bilbo walking on the

And so, as if in tribute to the New Year and the pas-
sage of time, your intrepid rabble-rouser and former
Sigma editor D. Brody has returned.  This time I hope
to create a little less of the controversy that dogged
my last tenure, while still giving this newsletter the
editorial zing you, my many fans, remember.
Speaking of time, much water has flowed under the

proverbial bridge since issue 243 in July, 2006, when
I passed this publication into the able hands of my

successors (and
now predecessors).
My daughter Grace
has just become a
teenager (I’m pric-
ing shotguns); my
hair has gone from
pepper to salt and
pepper; and sadly,
many good friends
have left us.
Still Parsec

perserveres, with a
forward thinking
board of directors

and new members, typified by our redoubtable and
no-nonsense President, Joe Collucio.  With new
fundraising momentum and a mission to develop
original programming and grow the membership,
there’s a new and exciting vibe coming from Pitts-
burgh’s oldest SF fan organization.  Great things are
in the air.
Of course, I would be remiss if I didn’t thank Fran-

cis Graham for his dedication and imagination.  Fran-
cis, you kept the ship afloat on some stormy seas and
we’re all grateful.
One of many things I’ll do differently this time

around is to keep some of my more incendiary opin-
ions out of these pages. This isn’t a forum for the po-
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PARSEC is Pittsburgh’s premiere organization of
science fiction, fantasy and horror.  We sponsor an
annual conference, workshops for young writers,
lectures, and other events that promote a love of
the written word and a passion for speculative fic-
tion.  Our members include writers, teachers and
fans.  PARSEC is a 501c3 non-profit corporation.
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Parsec News
& Announcements

Triangulation, Parsec's annual fiction anthology,
opened to submissions on December 1st.  Since
then, they've received over 100 submissions for

this year's theme, "Lost Voices."  
Find more info and to submit your story go to
http://parsecink.com/submission-guidelines/

•

Editor Stephen V. Ramey is working on the final
table of contents for Triangulation: Steel Cities.
The anthology should be about 55,000 words of

theme speculative fiction!
•

The Parsec Short Story Contest
opens for submissions with the new year! 
The theme is "Lost Voices."  More info at:

http://parsecink.com/contest/ 
•

Mary Soon Lee's poem "Interregnum" has won
the 2014 Rhysling Award for Best Long Poem.
"Interregnum" is the opening poem in her poetry

sequence "The Sign of the Dragon"
(http://www.thesignofthedragon.com) and was

first published in Star*Line
•

Also of interest to Confluence attendees, fre-
quent Confluence guest, Geoffrey A. Landis,
won second place in the Short Poem category

with his poem "Rivers."
•

Parsec member Jamie Lackey had two short sto-
ries published in November.  You can check

them out at
http://liquidimagination.silverpen.org/article/be-
yond-reach-moonlight-jamie-lackey/ and at

http://www.plasmafrequencymagazine.com/Issu
e14/I14S5_Lackey.html

•

PARSEC member Mary Soon Lee has a poem
online in Ideomancer at http://www.ideo-

mancer.com/?p=2963. The poem is titled "The
Matter of the Horses," and is the tenth poem to
be published from her epic fantasy sequence

"The Sign of the Dragon." (Several other poems
from the sequence may be read at
http://www.thesignofthedragon.com

From Yesterday to Tomorrow
Parsec in 2014
by Diane Turnshek

In 2014, an all-new Board of Directors was formed with
current members Barb Carlson, Lara VanWinkle, Joe
Coluccio, David Brody, Chris Rickert and Bonnie Bo-
govich. Diane rotated off in December 2014 and will be
replaced soon by a Parsec member associated with Alpha. 

2015 officers were elected for the Programming Branch
of Parsec: President Joe Coluccio, Vice President Kevin
Hayes, Treasurer Heidi Pilewski, Secretary William Hall,
and Commentator Francis Graham. Thanks to Sarah-Wade
Smith for her dedicated officer work in 2014. 

The Parsec bylaws have been revised to include the
possibility of having an Administrative Director (to be
named by the BoD).  The AD will coordinate volunteers
and act as a go-between for the four branches. This was an
important consideration in order to move into the world of
fundraising. 

Parsec is now an organizational member of the Greater
Pittsburgh Arts Council. 

Lara VanWinkle is the BoD secretary/treasurer. She has
organized the detailed budgets for all the branches. This is
a crucial step for grant writing, tax reporting and fundrais-
ing. 

Lower case letters will be used for Parsec (instead of
PARSEC) from now on. It is no longer an acronym that
stands for anything. 

The Parsec webpage has been completely redone and
relocated on our own domain. It’s a great new look. A do-
nate widget is directed to the Programming bank account.
Bank accounts have been set up for each of the branches
at Commonwealth Bank, with two signers on each ac-
count. 

The ~3200-book Parsec Library is curated by Greg
Armstrong. Find the searchable online database in the tabs
across the top of the Parsec webpage and work out with
Greg how to borrow your books
(roboman@andrew.cmu.edu). Limited shelf space means
we want as many books loaned out as possible. What do
you want to read in 2015? Continued on Page 7
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Minutes
by William Blake Hall, Secretary

December, 2014 Meeting and Holiday Party

The miracle of transportation (thanks, Barton) en-
abled me to attend both President Joe’s Christmas-
themed presentation at the library and the party at
Greg’s place in Dormont.  Oddly enough, some chat
on Parsec Talk suggests that Joe Newcomer showed

up, but that peeking through the window he saw only
empty chairs and darkness, so he went away.  That
may very well have been, as the attendance was low
(I don’t think we’ve ever had a meeting opposite the
party before) and we whooshed through a smattering
of business to turn down the lights for Joe’s audiovi-
sual presentation.  It is true that the journey of a thou-
sand miles begins with a single step, but the final step
is no less crucial, as Neil Armstrong once reminded
us all.
We kicked off with a couple of announcements.

Mary Soon Lee has won the 2014 Rhysling Award
for her poem “Interregnum.”  Taking over from the
estimable Steve Ramey, Jamie Lackey is our new
Triangulation editor and says that the Steel Cities edi-
tion is currently being compiled.
Joe started off with Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,”

mainly fantasy but with a hint of time travel.  (Indeed,
Scrooge’s concern over whether or not the future is
set in stone has been the worry of many a time trav-
eler.)  Joe is drawn ever back to “Carol” because of
its theme of redemption.  He went on to note two
passable messiahs in science fiction, Valentine
Michael Smith and Paul-Muad’Dib Atreides.  We
reached Arthur C. Clarke’s “The Star” (I recall the
latter-day “Twilight Zone” dramatizing that).  Then
Joe went on to speculate on the theme of “the out-
sider” and thereby linked Alfred Bester’s Gully Foyle

Scribble, long time unofficial Parsec mascot and
logo model, has announced his intention to return to
his home planet.  “I have tired of the uncharted back-
waters of the unfashionable end of the western spiral
arm of the galaxy,” said Scribble in an interview with
Sigma’s editorial staff.  “And with all this damn fur,
global warming really sucks.  I’m outta here.” 
In response, Parsec is asking for artists in or out of

the organization to submit designs for a new logo.
Parsec spokesman and otherwise eminence grise Ford
Prefect said at a hastily arranged press conference:
“We’re looking for a simple but meaningful design
that says Pittsburgh, science fiction and Parsec.  It
should be useable in black and white but can have
some color elements.  It should be easy to reproduce
across all of our publications as well as various online
and social media platforms.  There will be a small
prize for the winner, but more importantly if you want
a chance to be a permanent part of Parsec’s future,
submit your design before the Vogon constructor fleet
arrives.”
This last reference has proven somewhat mysteri-

ous to Sigma’s editors, but no further explanation was
forthcoming from Prefect or any other Parsec repre-
sentative except for the words “Don’t Panic” spray-
painted in large friendly letters on the center field wall
of PNC park.
Full Contest Rules can be found on Page 6 of this

publication.

Just In!
Scribble Announces

Retirement
PARSEC to Hold Logo Contest

January Parsec Meeting

Saturday, January 10, 2015, 1:30 PM at the Squirrel
Hill Branch of the Carnegie Library

Jamie Lackey
“Surviving the Slush Pile”

Jamie Lackey, the editor of this year's Triangula-
tion anthology and an author with over 100 short
fiction sales under her belt, will discuss the trials
and tribulations of submitting short fiction.



Parsec would like to thank Chris Rickert
of Rickert & Beagle Books for all her help.

All Parsec members receive 10% off used, in-stock pur-
chases. Please present your membership card at the

counter.
3233 West Liberty Ave. in Dormont

Upcoming event:  Saturday, January 31st: 11am-7pm
"Tatter East/Glitter West" art show.  Featuring the jewelry,
dolls, love potions and other creations of Cat Mihos (aka
Neverwear) and Chris Rickert.  Cat & Chris will both be
bringing give-away items from Neil Gaiman and Peter
Beagle to hand out to our guests.  Check out Cat's work
at www.neverwear.net.  Chris' work can be seen at

www.perfectfishdesigns.com.
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to Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.
One surprise was the comic book story “He

Walked Among Us,” in which one Jerry Kraft is left
on a planet for a few years and becomes involved with
the local humanoids, sharing his advanced medicine
to heal them and at one point even seeming to bring
someone back to life.  He runs afoul of the local rulers
and is executed on a rack, and when his partners re-
turn for them they find many locals wearing tiny racks
as symbols of their new religion.  This causes them
to ponder how strangely familiar this narrative
sounds.  We were then treated
to some lively Emshwiller
magazine covers (in which I
could swear Santa frequently
had four arms.)  Another sur-
prise is that there are many an-
thologies of stories linking SF
to Christmas, some of these
anthologies edited by regular
Confluence guest David
Hartwell, and Joe figures there
may well be 150 such stories if
not more.  He noted Asimov’s
“Christmas on Ganymede.”
If there was a lowlight to the presentation, it was

probably Joe force-obliging us to put up with a few
minutes of “Santa Claus Versus the Martians.”  (I
have to wonder – that thing is stuffed to the gills with
a “This is for kids!” sensibility, yet did any kids actu-
ally enjoy it?)  
At last we wondered what the ultimate Christmas

movie was, and while “Die Hard” and “Lethal
Weapon” got mentioned, and “Gremlins” is at least
fantasy, we came to Connie Willis’s own favorite
(and mine), “Miracle on 34th Street.”  Young Natalie
Wood is knocked out by Kris Kringle speaking Dutch
(to which I seem to recall Maureen O’Hara objecting
“I speak French, but that doesn’t make me Joan of
Arc!”).  As for Edmund Gwenn, a young Steven
Spielberg went to see “Them!” and remarked “The
scientist is Santa Claus!”
We wound up with “It’s a Wonderful Life” and

caught a glimpse of the “Twilight Zone” episode
“Night of the Meek.”  (There was speculation as to
whether that was the only episode shot live, but I
could swear there was another one, involving Nikita
Khrushchev buying a car.)  Properly inspired, we
were ready to party.

During my short stay at the Dormont party I did
not detect any snatch of conversation that caught
much fire this time around, but the food was good.
There was pumpkin pie and Oreo creme pie, both of
which I brought, and some deviled eggs, and Greg’s
excellent stew was all ready.  The afternoon pro-
gressed and Mark Stewart brought three trips’ worth
of food, of which I mainly noted a towering chocolate
cake with the homemade charm of creme oozing out
from between the layers.  If there was any early “hit”
among the offerings, however, that may well have

been Geis’s Swedish meat-
balls, imported fresh from
Ikea.  Kira and a couple of oth-
ers almost immediately se-
questered themselves upstairs
for some gaming.  Diane noted
that my hands looked reason-
ably normal, as opposed to last
year.  With those hands I exe-
cuted my civic duties of vot-
ing, with a correct ballot this
time (thank you, Greg), and a
2015 membership payment.

Looking back, I might not have minded something
chewy and tangy and cheesy with a hearty tomato
sauce, but perhaps that is best delegated to the Ghost
of Christmas Pasta.  (And with that, I hastily escape
to 2015.)
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Brief Bios
Ethel G. Lewis & A. M. Lightner

by Eric Leif Davin

Ethel G. Lewis (?-?): Lewis seems to have had a
small literary magazine career in the 1950s.  At least
that is what one gleans from editor Leo Margulies' in-
troduction to her story, "Lights Out for Rosalie," in
the June, 1956 Fantastic Universe.  "Ethel G. Lewis,"
he said, "has been a quite successful contributor to the
little reviews and to be successful in that highly dis-
criminating field is never easy."  She published three
other SF stories in 1955-56, all in Fantastic Universe.

•
A. (Alice) M. (Martha) Lightner (Hopf), (1904-

1988): Lightner was born in Detroit and graduated
from Vassar College with a degree in music and Eng-
lish.  After graduation she moved to New York City
to work on an engineering magazine.  She was also a
respected entomologist and member of the Lepi-
dopterists' Society who published several well-re-
ceived books on natural science.  She began her SF
career in Boy's Life ("A New Game," 1959) before
making her genre magazine debut.
She was also known for her SF juvenile novels, in-

cluding The Rock of Three Planets (1963), The Planet
Poachers (1965), Doctor to the Galaxy (1965), The
Galactic Troubadours (1965), The Space Plague
(1966), The Space Olympics (1967), and The Space
Ark (1968).  Her post-holocaust novel, The Day of
the Drones (1969), found Africa surviving the nuclear
destruction and sending an exploration party to the re-
mains of the British Isles, where they find the white
remnants have evolved into a hive society.  This was
followed by Star Dog (1973), Gods or Demons?
(1973), The Space Gypsies (1974), and Star Circus
(1977).

surprising to them, but it’s true.  Before all other
things, remember the editor.  That’s all.

Bill Hall, Secretary
8 December, 2014

The Secretary’s Thoughts on
the Future of Sigma

Hello, Parsec, Bill Hall speaking.  I apologize that I
only thought to do this so late that it may – may – only
show up in some form come January 2015, if then.
Ideally, I should have been bold and ingenious
enough to squeeze this into the December 2014 issue.
But then, my own human frailty may be precisely the
point I wish to make here.

We’re currently batting around all kinds of ideas
of how to repackage Sigma, of how to expand Sigma,
of how to improve Sigma.  All well and good.  I love
the idea of a promotional flyer, I think that makes a
lot of sense.
In the midst of all this discussion, however, I must

beg, I must plead, I must adamantly insist that one
crucial element not get overlooked.  That element is
the actual Sigma editor.  We can busy our minds with
all kinds of technology and innovation.  My concern
is the person.
I’ve been rather heavily interactive with Sigma for

pretty much a quarter century now, and in all that
time, in all that jockeying and negotiating and
wheedling, one thing has become clear to me: that,
traditionally, the Parsec editor has been a rather har-
ried soul.  We can always sit around and assign
blame, and argue whether someone was a mere drama
queen or a person genuinely shouldering a real life
drama.  As for myself, after all these years and inter-
actions, I am inclined to give the editor, then, now,
and in the future, the benefit of a doubt.

It’s easy enough to come up with a great idea –
like, say, a Parsec directory.  (Eh, Kira?)  It’s also
easy enough to pile up responsibilities and expecta-
tions and order people around.  I say that if we’re
going to discuss anything about Sigma, anything at
all, then, dear God, let us please consider humanizing
the editorial process.  If Sigma is indeed so important,
then, dear God, let us be kind to our editors, not just
socially but systemically.  Let us try to do everything
in our power to make all transitions and processes as
smooth as possible for whoever takes over.

A flyer is a good idea.  But is that necessarily an
added Sigma duty?  Or is that a new project in its own
right, to which Sigma might simply be expected to
contribute?     I like to think I feel some empathy for
our editors.  That statement may sound shocking and



Book Reviews
Jala’s Mask by Mike and Rachel Grinti (reviewed by
Diane Turnshek)
Publisher: Pyr, Nov 4, 2014, $18.00
ISBN 9781616149789
http://www.grinti.com

Mike and Rachel met at the very first Alpha. She’s
from Pittsburgh. He was born in Russia. They married
and moved back here after college. Rachel works at a
library and Mike’s a programmer in the gaming in-
dustry (same company as Parsec Board of Directors
member Bonnie Bogovitch). They’ve both been back
to Alpha (Rachel as staff in 2014), attended Conflu-
ence and Parsec meetings and had short stories pub-
lished in Triangulation. Their first book, Claws (a
middle grade fantasy), was released by Chicken
House on September 1, 2012 and is ranked 4.6 out of
5 stars on Amazon. They’re signed with the Barry
Goldblatt Literary Agency. Follow them on Twitter:
@mikegrinti and @rachelgrinti.
Jala’s Mask is lively YA fantasy. We’re introduced

to Jala and her best friend Marjani as they catch the
new king’s attention on his island tour to interview
potential wives. Immediately, we’re caught up in
Jala’s love of her friends, family, island, the whole
Five and One island chain and her new husband. The
dialogue is never what you anticipate and I caught
myself gasping and laughing as I read. Twists come
fast, as the plot unfolds in directions always just out-
side what you’d expect. I became a one-woman
cheering section for characters that consistently made
intelligent decisions, and then heroically faced the
complications and consequences brought on by their
actions. Magic infuses the idyllic island chain and the
mainstream mainland with flying boats, sorcerers,
spells and masks of the gods that control the minds of
the wearers. This is a stand-alone novel, a royal ad-
venture with heaping servings of honesty and diver-
sity. Highly recommended.
“Love is a mask, too, and it can swallow you up as

certainly as any power or sorcery. You humans die a
thousand times across your little lifetimes, and what’s
left of the people you once were? [ . . .] A scattering
of memories. A lesson learned perhaps, although not
as often you’d have yourselves believe.”

Parsec Logo Contest Rules

Elements:
Parsec is looking to create a simple logo for use in creating
stationary, on the various web media, and in advertisements.
Elements of the design must include the name “Parsec” and
convey the essence of the Science Fiction/Fantasy origins of
the group. The design should be simple, easily re-sizeable,
and if it includes color should be convertible to black and
white format.

Contest Placement:
The contest will be hosted on the Parsec webpage and will
run for 6 weeks, from January 15th to February 28th, 2015.

Prizes:
First prize winner will earn $75 for their design, runners up
will receive gift certificates for Rickert & Beagle books.

Rules:
1.      The logo contest is open only to individuals (not com-
panies), 16 or older, and they do not need to be Parsec mem-
bers
2.      Initial entries must be submitted by email to parsec.non-
profit@gmail.com. Entries must be entered in JPG or other
scalable graphic format. Please include “Logo Contest” in the
subject line.
3.     The email must include the name, age, postal address,
phone number and email address of the Entrant.
4.      No more than 2 Entries may be submitted by any one
Entrant.
5.      Entrants should take care to ensure that their Entries are
not in any way similar to existing logos or other copyrighted
images.  A logo that cannot be registered as a Service Mark,
no matter how well crafted, cannot win the Contest.
6.       Entries must conform to the Submission. Entries which
fail to do so will be rejected.
7.      The deadline for entries is midnight February 28, 2015,
EST.
8.      We will attempt to acknowledge all entries within one
week of receipt; however, we cannot be responsible for en-
tries or responses lost in e-mail.
9.      There is no fee to enter the Contest.
10.    The winning artwork will become the property of Par-
sec.

End of Contest:
After Feb 28th deadline, we will review all logo submissions.
Parsec’s Board of Directors will determine the selection of
the winning artwork, either by selecting it ourselves or by
convening a selection panel. By March 15th, we will send out
winning notification and publish the results.
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Thanks to Karen Yun-Lutz who ran the monthly eSigma,
which will be rolled into the electronic formatted Sigma.
Send Sigma submissions to sigma@parsec-sff.org.

Announcements and news of interest to Parsec mem-
bers should be reported at: http://parsec-sff.org/submis-
sions/

Parsec-Talk continues as the organization’s friendly
discussion forum at parsec-talk@yahoogroups.com. 

Follow Parsec on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/parsecsff) and Twitter
(https://twitter.com/ParsecInc). 

We now own a 6-foot Parsec banner and gorgeous
bookmarks noting the four branches. Parsec participated
in the Carnegie Library 14th Annual Summer Reading Ex-
travaganza, where three gift baskets of books and other
prizes were raffled off.

A book, story and poem reviewing committee has been
set up. We will be reviewing all future published works of
Parsec members for Sigma, as well as some books from
our guest speakers. If you wish to join the reviewing com-
mittee, contact Diane Turnshek. Material will be provided
for the reviewers.

Rickert and Beagle Books hosted the first ever Parsec
Read-A-Thon in October during which the corporate bank
account increased ~$700.00. This was a first on many lev-
els, but hopefully it will become a yearly fundraising
event. Reading whatever you want, undisturbed, for 24
straight hours. What could be better?

The Ann Cecil Memorial Fund has concluded and the
funds will be rolled into the corporate bank account and
spent on literary activities the BoD feels are necessary.

The new YA Lecture Series began with grants from
CMU, SFWA and the Pittsburgh Foundation’s Day of Giv-
ing in the spring and Arts Day Of Giving in the fall.
Thanks for all the support from individual donors. The
events took place at CMU: July 27 event with Tamora
Pierce, Bruce Coville and local YA author Jonathan Aux-
ier, and the November 15 event with Nalo Hopkinson and
local YA author Caroline Carlson. The March 21 event is
scheduled with local YA author Joshua Bellin and the Au-
gust 1 event is scheduled with Delia Sherman and Ellen
Kushner. Make a note on your calendars!

Alpha received first installment of the $10,000 Heinz
Endowments grant (payable over three years), raised
$2600 for scholarship fund in the annual fundraiser, and
published the yearly alphanthology for donors. Alpha 2014
authors were Tamora Pierce, Bruce Coville, Tobias Buck-
ell and Rachel Swirsky. For Alpha 2015, authors Tamora
Pierce, Ellen Kushner, Delia Sherman, and Alaya Dawn
Johnson are scheduled. Alpha students were published ex-
tensively in 2014. Please read their works and think of
them when nominating for awards.  http://alpha.spell-
caster.org/2014/12/16/2014-alphan-publication-roundup/  

The Parsec INK website is also new and includes cov-
ers of back issues of Triangulation to the first one in 2003.
Follow Parsec INK on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/ParsecInk) and Twitter
(https://twitter.com/ParsecInk). 

Triangulation editor Stephen Ramey published the
“Parch” anthology and will put out the “Steel Cities” an-
thology in 2015. Parch got excellent reviews by Tangent
Online (http://www.tangentonline.com/print--other-re-
viewsmenu-263/anthologies-reviewsmenu-107/2582-tri-
angulation-parch-ed-stephen-v-ramey) and the Future Fire
(http://reviews.futurefire.net/2014/12/ramey-triangulation-
parch.html). 

Jamie Lackey Stefko will edit Triangulation 2015 with
a theme of “Lost Voices.” Over 100 submissions have al-
ready been read and selections have begun. The deadline
for submissions is February 28, 2015. Stories must be
under 6000 words and authors will be paid two cents a
word. Barb Carlson is production editor and Kathryn
Board, Jon Carroll Thomas, and Deanna Hardin are the ed-
itorial assistant team. 

The winners of this year’s Parsec Short Story Contest
are: First: “How to Remember” by Sylvia Hiven (pub-
lished in the Confluence program book), Second (tie) “The
Longings of a Long-Forgotten Memory” by Elizabeth
Spencer, and Second (tie) “Pride, Power and Peppers” by
J. Kenton Pierce. Bear Hildebrand took over the Parsec
Short Story Contest administration, which opened for sub-
missions on Jan 1 and will close on March 31, 2015. The
theme is “Lost Voices” and is for writers who have not yet
achieved professional status as defined by SFWA. Cash
prizes ($200, $100 and $50); winning story to be published
in the 2015 Confluence program book.

The list of 2014 speakers at Parsec meetings at the
Squirrel Hill Library is impressive. The second Saturday
of every month meetings once again are magical wonders
with an attendance of ~40 people.  The January speaker
will be author Jamie Lackey Stefko. 

Greg Armstrong replaced Mary Tabasko as con chair
for the next Confluence. The conference has a new code
of conduct. 2014 Author GoH was William H. Keith Jr.
and Filk GoH was W. Scott Snyder. It was also the home
of DogCon3, the yearly reunion of Raw Dog Screaming
Press authors and editors. For 2015, Author GoH will be
Joan Slonczewski and the Filk GoH will be Brooke Abbey.
Dates for Confluence are July 24 to 26, 2015. Follow Con-
fluence on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/confluencesff/). 

The monthly newsletter Sigma transitions to an online
format for those who would like it delivered that way.
Thank you to Francis Graham who carried us through the
year and David Brody who will edit the online version.
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litical views of PARSEC members or Sigma’s editor.
I’ll save those for Facebook.  (Friend me, I dare you.)  
That’s not to say I won’t ocassional express opin-

ions on the subjects that concern us all as PARSEC
members:  science fiction, fantasy and horror.  So yes,
I still think 1984 is the greatest SF novel ever and if
you want to take it outside...well, it’s cold.  Wait till
Spring.
Finally I’d like to dedicate my return to these pages

to the late Ann Cecil.  When I wandered into a PAR-
SEC meeting in 2003, I had few friends in Pittsburgh.
Ann welcomed me with warmth and genuine enthu-
siasm.  This was something I hadn’t seen much in
fandom and it changed my life.  On the spot she asked
me to edit Sigma and the positive reverberations of
that day have continued right up until this very mo-
ment.

David Brody

deck of the ship that will sail all of Middle Earth off
into legend and mythology. But a remarkable truth
shakes me out of my melancholy. I can and periodi-
cally start at the beginning of the saga. Live it again
with renewed vigor, a differing viewport. The more
it changes, the more it changes.

If you believe Parsec is changing, I want to
point out that Parsec is always evolving.

This year come and embrace our metamor-
phoses. Parsec has the potential to grow into some-
thing of which we can be proud. The work is falling
to a few people, who are already overcommitted. To
this day I am not sure of how to get messages through
the Parsec hierarchy. So, if you feel like volunteering,
Call Me.  412-287-0896, or Email Me.
jcoluccio@seco-pgh.com. I will do everything I can
to have your request considered. I vowed last year to
make Parsec a completely open group. I believe I’ve
done pretty well. I will not, however,  report petty
pissing fits. Lord knows, I managed to get upset about
some inconsequential items. Everyone’s input is valu-
able. Everyone’s input should be aired. There are Sat-
urday meetings, there are board meetings, there is
Sigma. Take advantage of those and other outlets.

I look forward to an excellent year and hear-
ing from all of you. I am always at the library second
Saturday of the month at 12:30 PM, if you would like
to chat.

Editor’s column continued from Page 1

President’s Capsule continued from Page 1

Parsec
Board of Directors:

Diane Turnshek - President and Head of Work-
shop Standing Committee
Joe Coluccio - Vice President and Head of Pro-
gramming Standing Committee
Lara Van Winkle - Secretary, Treasurer and Rep-
resentative of Conference Standing Committee
Barbara Carlson - Head of the Parsec Ink
Standing Committee
Chris Rickert - Member at Large
Bonnie Bogovich - Member at Large
David Brody - Member at Large

Officers:
Joe Coluccio - President
Kevin Hayes - Vice President
William Blake Hall - Secretary
Heidi Pilewski - Treasurer
Francis Graham - Commentator

Sigma is edited by David Brody
Submissions to Sigma can be sent to

sigma@parsec-sff.org

Back Page Throwback

In June, 2006 The Three Rivers Arts Festival presented
Winthrop Was Stubborn, a play based on a story by SF legend
William Tenn, (late Parsec member Phil Klass).  Appearing in
this photograph from opening night is (from left to right) play-

wright John Regis, Tenn and director David Brody.
Send Sigma your pictures from PARSEC’s past for Back Page
Throwback.  For decades we’ve been the centerpiece of fandom
in Pittsburgh.  Let’s celebrate that history through its images.
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